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EDITOR’S 
EDITORIAL 


FAR SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
Page 24 of this issue announces the 
Foundation’s Scholarship Program for 
1989. There are thirty-two scholarships 
being offered this year, with awards 
ranging from $500 to $2000. Please pass 
the word to young Amateurs who can 
make good use of these opportunities. 


The Foundation scholarship program has 
been in operation since 1961 and has 
become a model to be emulated by others. 


The Foundation, itself, funds four of these 
scholarships with income from the annual 
Gaithersburg Hamfest and some grants; 
eight more scholarships are funded by 
Foundation member clubs. The other 
twenty scholarships are funded by 
individual donors or clubs/organizations 
and are administered by the Foundation 
(without cost to the donors.) st 


A tip of the hat to the Foundation and to 
Scholarship Chairman, Hugh Turnbull, 
W3ABC, for an outstanding job. 


THANKS! 
You do read our editorials! 

In the November issue, we asked for your 
input to help us make Auto-Call "bigger 
and better every month." And in the past 
month we have received four great stories 
from "Guest Columnists." We’re finding 
we have some surprisingly good. authors 
out there, with interesting stories to tell. 
Be sure to read pages 26 through 31, and 
then drop the authors a note or give them 
a phone call to encourage them. Then get 
out the "yellow pad" and see what you 
might contribute. Many of you have good 
stories just waiting to be told. 


Publication will have to be on a "space 
available" basis, but we will do our best to 
work in good stories that are of general 
interest. 


Help us make Auto-Call better every month. 


Ethel, K4LMB 
Auto-Call Editor 
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Coming Events 


Vienna Winterfest ’89 
February 26 
Sponsored by Vienna Wireless Society 
The first 1989 Amateur Radio "Flea Market" of the metropolitan area will be held at 


Vienna, Virginia, on Sunday, February 26. For table reservations and more information, 
See flyer on page 25 


York Springfest 
Ham/Computer 
March 5 


Talk-in on 146.37/97 and 147.93/33. For advanced information and registration, call 
(301) 239-3878 or write: YORK SPRINGFEST, P.O. Box 50, Shrewsbury, PA 17361-0050 


See Ad on page 26 


Roanoke Division Convention 
March 18-19 
Charlotte, Virginia 


Raliegh Hamfest 
April 15-16 
Raliegh, NC 


Dayton Hamvention 
April 28-30 
Dayton, Ohio 


ARRL NATIONAL CONVENTION 
June 2-4 
Fort Worth, Texas 


Virginia State Convention 
September 16-17 
Virginia Beach, VA 


QCWA National Convention 
Oct. 20-22 
Baton Rouge, LA 


1990 
June 8-10, 1990 ARRL National Convention, Kansas City, Mo 
Fall 1990 QCWA National Convention, Kansas City, MO. 


Please keep Auto-Call advised of important Coming Events. 
We are anxious to provide our readers with timely information 
and to help you avoid possible conflicts when scheduling activities. 


February 1989 5 AUTO-CALL 


EGE Has What — 
Every Ham Wants- 


HARDWARE 
& SOFTWARE 


Packet Systems. 
Hal, MFJ, Kantronics for 
RTTY/Morse. 


AMPLIFIERS 


Ameritron, Amp Supply, Mirage, i 
Ten-Tec, Daiwa, Vocom, Tripplite, i 
RF Concepts, TE Systems, Alinco, 

Tokyo Hy-Power, Kenwood. 


, 


@ Factory 
Authorized 
Sales & Service for All 
’ Major Manufacturers 


® Discount Prices 
@ Knowledgeable Staff 


@ Full Service Department 


RADIOS 


Kenwood, Icom, Yaesu, Alinco, 
Ten-Tec, Santec, KDK — HF, 
VHF, UHF; handhelds, base 


stations, mobiles; transceivers " 
Cablewave, Amphenol and more. ~ 


and receivers. ; 
b TEST EQUIPMENT | 

. 

i 


ACCESSORIES 


Astron, MFJ, Daiwa, B&W, 
Saxton, Tokyo Hy-Power, 


Cushcraft, KLM, Mosley, Hustler, Gatien rr = Welz, Daiwa, Tokyo Hy-Power, 

Hy-Gain, Antenna Specialists, fic ; a peer nd MFJ, Beckman, Coaxial 

Larsen, VoCom, Butternut, for ae ae i Dynamics. 

your car, roof, attic, or tower. + yD _ Sosa se 
a ise 


TOWERS 


Unarco-Rohn, Hy-Gain, Tri-Ex. 


ROTATORS 


Hy-Gain, Alliance, Yaesu. 


SCANNERS/CBs 


Regency, Bearcat, Cobra, Uniden. 


HEATHKIT 


Amateur radios 
and accessories 


EXIT $4 


At 123 ; 
Exit 53 é 
2 » 
- 4 
Potomac Send $1 for our comprehensive 
cee ian 1988 Buyer's Guide-Catalog. | 
6 BuidAmenca 
mM Oketo, : 


44803 Build America Drive, Building B, Woodbridge, Virginia 22191 
Customer Service: (703) 643-1063; Service Department: 494-8750 
Orders & Quotes Toll Free: 800-444-4799 ° 
So ae eee eee ee ee erate arene 

a 


Store Hours: 
M-F: 10 am-6 pm 
Sat: 10 am-4 pm 


TO RICHMOND 


eee a 


AUTO-CALL 6 February 1989. 


FCC HIGHLIGHTS 
by Bill Grenfell W4GF 


The Comment date on PR Docket 88-139, 
Reorganization and. Deregulation of Part 
97 of the Rules Governing the Amateur 
Radio Service closed on November yo 
1988 and the two month period provided 
for reply comments lasted until January 
31, 1989: The American Radio Relay 
League’s comments included. an annex 
which was a\complete rewrite of the rules 
developed by a committee of the ARRI, 
Board of Directors. "A common thread in 
[the early] comments was that the rules 
should allow for ’due process of law’ 
rather than FCC administrative sanctions 
taken without judicial hearings. . "The 
ARRL rewrite took these comments into 
account and strengthened *due-process’ 
provisions of the rules." The ARRL com- 
mended the FCC on its work to reorgan- 
ize, modernize and clarify Part 97 of the 
' Commission’s Rules. The FCC succeeded 
in reducing the length of the present rules 
from 30,073 words to 24,397. The 
League’s rewrite further reduced the 
length to 17,045 words without ’eliminat- 
ing necessary substance by further editing, 
and retained the basic structure of the 
rules as proposed by FCC.. 


A 23 page comment on PR 88-139 was 
filed by a combine of the Radio-Television 
News Directors Association and the 
National Association of Broadcasters and 
"..also represented the views of CBS, 
Capital Cities/ABC, NBC, National Public 
Radio, Post-Newsweek Stations, Inc., 
Reporters Committee for Freedom of the 
Press and Turner Broadcasting System, 
Inc." "The media points out that the four- 
prong standard" [proposed rule section 
97,219(f)(1)(2)(3)(4)] unnecessarily restricts 
Amateur operators who wish to volunteer 
to cooperate with professional print and 
electronic journalists in disseminating 
information about important news events 
when no other voice communications are 
available to the journalists.  "...the 
proposed language is much too exacting 
and will inhibit Amateur Operators from 
performing much needed roles in news 
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dissemination during natural disasters an 
other emergencies," they argue. 


The Quarter Century Wireless Association 
expressed concern about proposed Section 
97.221 which would provide: "The FCC 
may restrict operations as necessary to 
prevent harmful interference." "It was 
QCWA’s impression that meant restricted 
operation could be imposed without regard 
to whether the Amateur Radio operator is 
causing the interference or not." QCWA 
found much objection to the rule and 
suggested that "..the Commission accept 


the responsibility for investigation, on a 


case basis, of all complaints. "That fact 
findings be made and published promptly, 
listing the cause of observed interference 
and that responsibility for corrective 
action’“be clearly defined. (ARRL News 
Release, 11/30/88; ARRL Letter, 12/02/88); 
W5YI Report, 12/15/88). 


John Johnston, W38BE, Chief of FCC’s 
Personal Radio Branch advises of two 
petitions which have been accepted for 
comment: RM-6594, "...to authorize Tech- 


_nicians F1B emission (RTTY, AMTOR and 


packet radio) privileges in the 80, 40 and 
15 meter bands. "(Section 97.61(2) specif- 
ically prohibits Novice and Technician 
operators from using these emissions. 
RM-594 "...to move the 80-meter band 
down by 25 kHz to escape the Canadian 
phone operation." "A rulemaking number 
(RM-6595) has been assigned to the UPS 
petition that suggests a band plan for 
220-222 Mhz." (W5YI Report, 12/15/88). 


In response to Congressmen who inquire 
about the Commission’s action in the 

General Docket 87-14 Order concerning 
the 220-222 Mhz reallocation, the FCC 
Chairman, Dennis Patrick, has been 
writing nice things about the Amateur 


Radio Service and its importance to the 


community at large and then explaining 
the allocation status of the 220-225 Mhz 
band as follows: "Several Amateurs have 
stated that the two megahertz in the 220- 
222 MHz band represents fifteen percent 
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FCC HIGHLIGHTS - Continued 


of Amateur international primary freq- 
uency allocations between 30 MHz and 
24,000 MHz. "Apparently they are includ- 
ing the Amateur allocations at 50-54 MHz, 
144-148 MHz and 220-225 MHz. "How- 
ever, the 50-54 MHz and 144-148 MHz 
bands are the only bands allocated on an 
exclusive basis to the Amateur service in 
this portion of the spectrum. "The 220-225 
MHz band was allocated internationally to 
the fixed, mobile and Amateur services on 
a co-primary basis. This band was never 
intended for exclusive Amateur use. "We 
believe the Commission’s statement in its 
Order that the 2 MHz represents less 
than a 2% reduction in Amateur spectrum 
is fair and correct. "In making this state- 
ment, the Commission included only 
Amateur bands that are capable of sup- 
porting operations similar to those in the 
220 MHz region. These bands, which are 
listed above, provide 128.7 MHz of 
spectrum to the Amateur service of which 
2 MHz represents less than 2 %. (W5YI 
Report, 12/01/88). 


The controversy about whether the 
Amateur Radio Service should have a 
"No-code" class of operator license seems 
to flourish unabated. For example see the 
ARRL Letter, 12/16/88, page 1; W5YI 
Report of 12/01/88, page 7 thru 10; 

JAN ’89 QST, page 78 & 79; and, West- 
link Report, 12/09/88, page 1 and 6. 


"The FCC has again reaffirmed its inten- 
tion to not certify any new Volunteer 
Examination Coordinators in the foresee- 
able future. "There are already 18 VECs 
serving the continental United States and 
its possessions on a regional basis. "The 
Commission would much rather see those 
18 expand their current operations to take 
on additional regions. "of the 18, only the 
ARRL, W5YI and DeVry offer examina- 
tions in all 13 testing districts. (Westlink 
Report, 12/23/88). 


According to an FCC News Release, 
Amateur licensee KAISDR of Fairfield, CT 
was fined $750 for “pirate radio activity.” 
He transmitted popular music on 7.414 
MHz with call letters "CBOR". Unlicensed 
operation may subject the operator to 
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fines up to $100,000 and/or one year in 
prison. (ARRL Letter, 12/16/88; Wo5Y1 
Report, 12/1/88). 


An unlicensed Porter, TX man has been 
convicted of transmitting obscene, indecent 
and profane language in the 2 meter 
Amateur band. He was sentenced to three 
years of .supervised probation and fined 


$1,000. He was also restricted from pur-- 


chasing or using any radio capable of 
operation on a frequency for which he 
does not have an FCC issued License. 
(Westlink Report, 12/09/88). 


"The FCC has proposed, in Docket 88-527, | 


to expand the 6-meter repeater subband 
by 1 MHz, to include 51-52 MHz. This is 
in response to petitions filed by two 
southern California repeater groups. Both 
groups requested the expansion in order 
to accommodate the growing number of 
repeaters in the band. "... where there may 
be no need for additional repeater opera- 
tions, the spectrum could continue to be 
available for other types of operation." 
The FCC noted it was concerned with the 
effect the expansion may have on the 
present users of that segment ...and 
invited comments on the need for repeater 
expansion and its impact. Comments are 
due 01/27/89 with reply comments due 
02/28/89. 


" The FCC has notified all Volunteer 
Examiner Coordinators that they will no 
longer be able to supply FCC Amateur 
license application Form 610 in quantities 
of more than five because we do not have 
sufficient resources.’ “Instructions for 
private printing of the forms at VEC 
expense were included in the Notice from 
FCC/Gettysburg.” (W5YI Report, 12/01/88). 


As usual every Christmas holiday season, 
the US and the Republic of Korea shared 
a temporary third party agreement 
between December 18, 1988 and January 
2, 1989. The agreement enabled US servic- 
emen to send and receive holiday greetings 
via Amateur radio. 


The latest calls issued are listed on the _ 


page 12. 
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American Radio Relay. League Report 


By John Swafford — WAHU 


This ARRL Report provides a brief summary of informa- 
tion published in the ARRL LETTER and other reports. 
The LETTER provides timely news of interest to active 
Radio Amateurs. Any League member may subscribe to 
the ARRL LETTER. 


ARRL TO STUDY NO-CODE ISSUE The 
January QST editorial entitled "Why 
Morse Code?" points out that "differences.. 
- divergent views of what is best for 
Amateur Radio...(are)...a healthy and 
necessary part of any _ representative 
democracy...(and have) a place in our 
League." A subject on which many 
members hold divergent views, namely a 
no-code license, is surfacing again. 
Consideration being given to a restructur- 
ing of Canadian Amateur licensing (which, 
contrary to some reports, has not 
progressed beyond draft stage), and 
actions which point the way to an end of 
shipboard Morse operations by the end of 
the century, are causing the issue --last 
discussed in 1983 -- to be revisited. 


Following a discussion of the January 
editorial at its December 10 meeting in 
Baltimore, the ARRL Executive Committee 
unanimously voted that the ARRL Presi- 
dent appoint a special six-member com- 
mittee to explore the implications of a 
no-code license and make recommenda- 
tions to the ARRL Board. This Commit- 
tee would be drawn from the Board, 
Amateur Radio industry and the Amateur 
community at large. 


ARRL COORDINATES SHIPMENT OF 
PACKET STATIONS TO USSR. 

Six complete donated packet VHF stations 
have been sent to the USSR at the 
request of Leonid Labutin, UA3CR, who 
has been put in charge of radio com- 
munications in support of the Armenian 
earthquake relief effort by the Radio 
Sports Federation of the USSR. Leo had 
requested assistance in the form of port- 
able packet-radio stations to help the 
Soviets develop their fledgling packet-radio 


Leo is well known to North American 
Amateurs by his long involvement in the 
Amateur satellite program and in the joint 
Canadian-Soviet skitrek earlier this year. 


Thanks to QST columnist Vern Riportella, 
WA2LQQ, donations of equipment were 
lined up from the Tandy Corp (six Model 


-102 laptop computers), Yaesu USA (six 


FT-23R transceivers), and AEA (six PK-88 
TNCs, a PK-232 data controller, and six 
Hotrod antennas). 


The donations were shipped to ARRL HQ, 
and employees of the ARRL lab spent two . 
days making up cables to integrate the 
donated equipment as six complete, separ- 
ate packet stations. The ARRL added a 
supply of batteries and some other 
accessories to the shipment. 


The completed stations were packed and 
given to Bern Riportella, who delivered 
them to Kennedy Airport, where they 
were flown to Moscow December 21. 


As of this writing, several of the portable 
packet stations are on the air, supple- 
menting. communications between the 
stricken area, Moscow, and the rest of the 
world. 


EPA WILL NOT ISSUE RF EXPOSURE 
GUIDELINES. The Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency (EPA) no longer plans to 
issue federal guidelines for public exposure 
to radio-frequency and microwave radia- 
tion during the 1989 and 1990 federal 
fiscal years. In 1986 the EPA had 
outlined four options for non-ionizing 
radiation risks, and held a public hearing 
on the subject. These options, which did 
not appear to affect radio Amateurs, are 
outlined in August 1986 QST, page 51. 


The EPA said it was halting the work to 
concentrate on what it considers more 
pressing issues such as radon contamina- 
tion and underground nuclear waste 
repositories. 


net-work in the emergency. (Continued) 
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ARRL Report - Continued 


The broadcast industry was surprised at 
the EPA decision and fears that without 
federal guidance from the EPA, there will 
be a proliferation of state and local rules 
much stricter than those presently adopt- 
ed by the American National Standards 
Institute (ANSD. 


The EPA is still scheduled to release an 
assessment of the cancer threat posed by 
low- and high-frequency electromagnetic 
radiation by the end of the year. This 
assessment could influence the perception 
of the health threat of electromagnetic 
radiation and again increase pressure on 
the EPA to issue federal guidelines. 


MAKE A "FIELD RESOLUTION" FOR 
1989. This is the time of year when 
everyone begins to ponder the immortal 
question "what will my 1989 New Year’s 
resolution be?” We have a suggestion for 
you: Why not join the ARRL Field Organ- 
ization! Take a moment right now to 
write or phone your Section Manager (see 
page 8 in QST) and apply for appointment 
as an Official Relay Station, Official 
Emergency Station, Assistant Technical 
Coordinator, Official Observer, Official 
Bulletin Station, or Public Information 
Assistant. Give something back to 
Amateur Radio, help your fellow radio 
Amateurs, and have fun all at the same 
time! And, to those of you who have 
toiled in the vineyards as League volun- 
teers this past year -- a hearty thanks for 
a job well done! 


WB1CPA HONORED FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN TEACHING. Robert Morse, WB1CPA, 
was one of those honored October 26 
when the Presidential Awards for 
excellence in Science and Mathematics 
Teaching were presented to 104 teachers 
by the National Science Foundation. 


There was one awardee in each of the two 
categories from each state, Puerto Rico, 
and the District of Columbia. The 
ceremony began in the Old Executive 
Office Building adjacent to the White 
House, with a reception following in the 


Renwick Gallery across Pennsylvania 
Avenue. 
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Each award carries a stipend of $5000, 
along with smaller gifts garnered by the 
National Science Teachers Association, . 
which administers the event, from associa- 
tions publishers and the like. The ARRL 
has contributed Handbooks for the past 
few years. 


Robert Morse, WB1CPA, the District of 
Columbia winner in Science, is a distant 
cousin of Samuel F.B. Morse, the inventor 
of the telegraph. Interviewed by Perry 
Williams, W1UED, said he and his wife 
circumnavigated the globe in a 32-foot 
sailboat, and used Amateur Radio to keep 
in touch. Tune in to a forthcoming QST 
for the complete profile! 


ARRL FILM WINS GOLD MEDAL. The 
ARRL film "The New World of Amateur 
Radio" (TNWOAR) won the Gold Medal in 


the Science and Technology category of 


the 1988 International Film and TV 


Festival of New York. 


gold-plated brass medal and information ~ 


on the entries in its category is now at 


HQ. 


It was especially pleasing to note that 
"TNWOAR" had eight competitors includ- © 


ing Public Broadcasting "heavyweights" 


WGBH in Boston and 


The hefty (6.7 02.) — 


WNET in New 


y 


| 


i 
q 

} 
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York. The medal will be proudly display- — 
ed in one of the new trophy cases gracing © 


the lower hallway at ARRL HQ. 


HAL BUBB, W1JTD, SK. Many outstand- 
ing contributors to the general welfare of 


Amateur 
and unsung. One of these was Hal Bubb, 
W1JTD, a former ARRL HQ staffer, who 
recently became a Silent Key. The 


Radio are left almost unknown — 


work © 


"key" especially applies to Hal, for he was — 


an ardent CW man. 


Hal joined the ARRL HQ 
coming from Jamestown, 
was W8DES. 
served as chief operator, first at W1MK, 
then, when W1MK. was flooded out, at 
WIINF - then the ARRL HQ Club Station 
in West Hartford - and finally at W1AW 
in Newington. ; 


Hal is perhaps best known for his con- 
struction of the first W1IAW transmitters _ 
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staff in 1933, 
NY, where he 
For almost 10 years he | 
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for the new Hiram Percy Maxim Memorial 
Station, W1AW, in 1936. These rigs, with 
modifications from time to time as the 
years passed, were used until the complete 
W1AW refurbishment in 1964. 


Hal was an ardent DXer in recent years 
and was active in traffic nets and contests. 
He will bé greatly missed by his many 
friends on the air and by the Amateur 
Radio fraternity in general. --George Hart, 
WI1NJM. 


K6ATX, WALKER "TOMMY" TOMPKINS, 
is SK. Walker A. "Tommy" Tompkins, 
K6ATX, 79 (see QST Profiles, QST May 
1986, p. 60), became a Silent Key on 
Thanksgiving Day. As author of the 
Tommy Rockford Youth Fiction Series, 
Tompkins has left a legacy for future 
generations of Radio Amateurs. 


A noted author, historian, television 
screenwriter, radio broadcaster, newspaper 
columnist, and ham operator, Tompkins 
was well known for delving into the local 
history of the Santa Barbara, California 
area with his twice-daily historical 
vignettes on a local radio station. 


Tompkins, licensed since 1952 as K6ATX, 
the call sign that made his alter ego 
Tommy Rockford famous, introduced many 
young people to the world of Amateur 
_ Radio by his books, SOS at Midnight, CQ 
Ghost Ship, DX Brings Danger, Death 
Valley QTH, and Grand Canyon QSO. A 
new book, Murder by QRM, is scheduled 
for release by ARRL in early 1989. He 
also wrote about Amateur Radio in 
National Geographic, Parents, Popular 
Mechanics, CQ, and QST magazines. 


Tompkins is survived by his wife Barbara, 

a son, two daughters and two grandsons. 
Amateur Radio has lost a true friend and 
ambassador with the passing of "Tommy," 
K6ATX. | 


POSITION OPEN AT HQ. HQ has an 
_ immediate opening for Assistant Contest 
_ Manager. The Assistant Contest Manager 
works with the Contest Manager in 
administering the League’s contest 
program, including the scoring of logs, 
preparing QST results, and conducting the 
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Special Events and Contest Corral 
columns in QST. Applicants should be 
thoroughly interested and knowledgeable 
in the League’s varied contest program. 
An Amateur license, PC familiarity and 
some writing skills preferred. Accuracy is 
a must. The starting salary range is 
$16,042 - $17,654. For more information, 
contact Billy Lunt, KR1R, at HQ. 


OSCAR 13 NEW OPERATING SCHED- 
For the first of January 1989, 
AMSAT engineers planned to re-orient 
OSCAR 13 (AO-13) back to 180 degrees 
longitude and zero degrees latitude. This 
gives optimum "squint angle" (direction of 
the satellite antennas from your view) 
around apogee, which results in a new 
schedule, mainly concerning Mode-L 
operation. 
The following transponder schedule will 
be in use from January 6 until March 15: 
Mode-B from MA3 until MA 100 
Mode-JL from MA 100 until MA 150 
Mode-B from MA 150 until MA 240 
Off from MA 240 until MA 3 


AO-13 will again be reoriented in early 
March 1989, and there will be an update 
of operating schedules during that period 
to conserve batteries and maintain the 
energy system in a safe condition. 


MIDWEST BALLOON LAUNCH IS 
SUCCESSFUL. Bill Brown, WB8ELK, 
and Phil Frazier, KA8TEF, conducted the 
most successful balloon launch to date 
from the Midwest October 23. The 
balloon was launched at Findlay, Ohio, 
and its onboard "packet package" consisted 
of an ICOM 2AT, and Pac-Comm TNC. 
The flight provided two hours of spirited 
packet-radio activity before the balloon 
burst and a parachute lowered the pack- 
age back to earth. The range of the 
operation extended out 400 miles! (TNX 
Gateway) 


220 MHz DISTANCE RECORD FALLS. 
The old distance record of 1181 miles set 
in 1982 by Al Ward, WB5LUA, and Péter 
Shilton, VE3EMS, fell to the advances of 
two new challengers recently. 


Continued) 
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ARRL Report - Continued 


The new record of 1289 miles was set 
September 9 by Richard Roderick, K5UR, 
Little Rock, Arkansas, and David Olean, 
K1WHS, West Lebanon, Maine, besting 
the old record by more then 100 miles! 


Roderick utilized a Kenwood TS-520 with 
a transverter and GaAsFET preamp, and 
an amplifier at 135 watts. The antenna 
was a single 17-element Boomer at 90 
feet. Olean used a Kenwood TS-820S 
with transverter and 1-dB NF preamp, 
and an 8877 amplifier at the legal limit. 
His antenna system consisted of four 
Boomers. 


OSCAR 13 HANDBOOK AVAILABLE. 
AMSAT-UK in collaboration with AMSAT- 
DL, have completed the first OSCAR 13 


Operator’s Handbook. The sixty-page 
book provides all the critical data needed 
to utilize OSCAR 13 and understand how 
it works. Some of the topics discussed 
are: history of OSCAR 13, bandplan, 
station requirements, 
with the bird; transponders: modes and 
scheduling; antenna systems, and telem- 
etry formats and decoding information. 


The Handbook is available in North 
America from Project OSCAR. For 
further details, send an SASE to: 

AO-13 Handbook 

Project OSCAR 

PO Box 1136 

Los Altos, CA 94023-1136 

HHHHHHHHAA 


FCC Highlights - Continued 


THE LATEST CALLS ISSUED FOR 
THE STATESIDE, ALASKA AND 
HAWAII CALL AREAS WERE: 
AS OF 1 DEC 1988 


TECH./ 
EXTRA ADVANCED GENERAL NOVICE 
NU1P KC 1MV NIGDL KAISUP 
WM2L KE2KJ N2IU0 KB2GPA 
NT3A KD3KP N3GRH KA3TVE 
AB4LX KM4LB N4ULP KC4HSF 
AASIZ KG5PQ NOSNNP KBSHWC 
AA6LQ KJ60V N6TUM  KC6AXI 
WV7L KF7PO N7LYP KB/GER 
WM8X KE8VK N8KDJ KB8FTC 
WE9P KEONV NOHZB KB9BSQ 
WOOZ KEQZM NOJYT KBODNE 
HAWAII AH6JJ NH6SD WH6CBB 
ALASKA AL/7KO NL7PC  WL/7BSS 


* EXTRA CLASS ALSO ASSIGNED 
FROM THIS GROUP 
de Gf 
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Authorized Service Center. 
In & Out warranty 
13646 Jeff Davis Hwy. 


_ Woodbridge, VA 22191 
(703) 491-6502 Metro: 643-1170 
Hours: MWF 12-8 T ThS 104 
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PUBLIC SERVICE REPORT 
Jeff Wilks, W4NFA 


FCC Regulations 97.1: "The rules and regulations in this part are designed to 
provide an Amateur Radio service having a FUNDAMENTAL PURPOSE. . . 
SERVICE TO THE PUBLIC as a voluntary non-commercial communications 
service, particularly with respect to PROVIDING EMERGENCY 
COMMUNICATIONS." 


--- MONTGOMERY EMERGENCY TRANSPORTATION SERVICE --- 


Early Friday morning January 6, 1989, rain changed to snow and began accumulating. 
By 1030, snow had accumulated to two inches in Rockville, Maryland, and there was no 
sign of it stopping. The Program Coodinator for Montgomery County Emergency 
Management Planning (EMP) was in Baltimore for a regional meeting that morning 
where she was experiencing heavy snowfall. At approximately 1100, the EMP staff was 
ordered by the Coordinator to activate the Emergency Transportation Service (ETS) and 
the Disaster Operations Room (DOR). 


RACES Radio Officer Hank Black, N3ESR, was notified at 1104, At 1130, he activated 
the DOR and RACES station, WA3YOO. Because the ETS responsible Program 
Specialist was with the EMP Coordinator in Baltimore and most ETS volunteers had 
gone to their normal jobs, there was an initial shortage of personnel at the DOR. At 


-noon the ETS request line was activated and by 1300 all County hospitals and dialysis 


centers were notified of the ETS activation. The National Capital ARES Council paging 
system was activated to alert area ECs that Mongomery County had a snow emergency 
in effect. The 146.64- repeater was selected to serve for call up of RACES members who 
then moved to the regular net frequency of 146.46 simplex. 


George KA3KIF, an Emergency Coordinator for Prince Georges County, checked in to 
assist. Pete W3EXP served as Net Control from his home until Net Control Operator 
Norm W1HGI arrived at the DOR. Ross WA2WDT was unable to reach the repeater 
from downtown Washington, D.C., but did contact the DOR by telephone to check on 
his assignment as Deputy Radio Officer. 


Snow was still falling at a good rate, with the storm coming from the southwest. There 
was no prediction of when the snow would subside or how much snow might 
accumulate. Mongomery County RACES and the ETS program were prepared when the 


first transportation request for essential medical personnel was received at 1317 via 


Howard K3IOG. 


The snowfall soon subsided, leaving accumulation of from 4 to 9 inches. Roads were 
quickly cleared, and by 1630 hours the DOR was taken to active standby since it seemed 
unlikely that further requests would be received. By remotely interrogating the request 
line telephone answering machine, EMP personnel could receive transportation requests 
without remaining at the DOR. RACES was placed on-call, and members would be 
alerted via Tone Alert radios on 146.46 simplex or by telephone if needed. As it turned 
out, there were no further requests for transportation. (Continued) 
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40 miles west of Washington, D.C. Plan a visit your next trip. 


AEA BARKER & WILLIAMSON 


} 
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ALINCO BEARCAT 
ALPHA DELTA BECKMAN 
AMP SUPPLY BELDEN 


ANTENNA SPECIALISTS | BENCHER 

ARRL BIRD 

ASTRON BUTTERNUT i 
B&K DYNASCAN CUSHCRAFT 


FRONT SHOWROOM 
HUSTLER 


ETO ALPHA HYGAIN 
FLUKE ICOM 
GENERAL ELECTRIC INFOTECH 
HAL IWATSU 
HEIL KACHINA 
HENRY KANTRONICS 


‘ya EEB HAM SHACK E> 


KENPRO MIRAGE 


KENWOOD MOSLEY 

KLM WM NYE 
LARSEN PALOMAR 
LEADER PANASONIC 
MAXON PHELPS DODGE 
MFJ PHILLYSTRAN 


MINI-PRODUCTS RAMSEY 


TRANSWORLD 


ROHN __ UNADILLA REYCO 
~  SANGEAN VAN GORDEN 

SANTEC VIBROPLEX 

SONY WACOM 

TET WELZ 

TOKYO HY-POWER WILSON 


TOSHIBA 


YAESU 


At ttB we live Amateur Radio. Stop by and compare before you buy. 
At EEB, we aeve service before, during and after the sale. We take good care of you. 


Electronic Equipment Bank ORDER DESK 
516 Mill St, Vienna, VA 22180 | 10 AM-5 PM EST M-F 
10 AM-4 PM EST SAT 


(703) 938-3350 


Just 15 minutes via 1-66 
west of downtown D.C. 


Store hours same 
THUR 10-9 PM 
Closed SUN-MON 
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Public Service Report - Continued 


Usually, RACES radio operators team up with non-ham volunteer vehicle operators to 
form an ETS team. Since the twelve RACES 4-wheel drivers available from the roster 
were more than enough for the identified ETS requirements, no other drivers or 
operators were required. In addition to those mentioned above, the following hams 
responded to the ETS callup: Jon NK3D, Tom WB3DIO, Howard WB3KHQ (4WD), 
Aaron N8FBN, Jim N3CLL (4WD), Andy WA8LTJ, and Dave WB3LHB. 

-reported by Hank N3ESR 


--- SHREVEWOOD BIKEATHON --- 


The Shrevewood Bikeathon took place on Oct. 2, 1988, with 128 elementary school 
children riding aproximately six miles‘along the W & OD RR Regional Park from the 
Shrevewood School to Park St. at the vieiaa Community Center. Amateur Radio was 
asked to assist by providing safety and administrative communications from the staging 
area at Shrevewood Elementary School and five checkpoints along the route. Net control 
was set up and on the air on the AMRAD repeater (147.21+) for operator talk in by 
1200, with the net fully staffed and operational by 1300. 


The event went very well with the only administrative problem being providing water 
and ice for a couple of check points. The only safety incident was the collision of two 
bicycles at one of the checkpoints which caused one of the bikes to have a flat tire. At 
approximately 1530 it started to rain which caused some discomfort to the participants 
and. staff. The net was shut down at aproximately 1630 and the net control station 
secured by 1730. We wish to thank AMRAD for the use of their repeater, and the 
following operators for their time, equipment, and skills which made this another 
successful public service event: KB4RXT, WB4DAM, K2NCB, KB4VPN, WA4HIM, and 
WB4WZZ. 

reported by Bob N4SCK 


--- 73 ES QRT --- 


As mentioned in last month’s column, this is the last Public Service Report that will be 
compiled by your current editor. I have enjoyed editing this column over the years and 
greatly appreciate the kind words of readers and the fine support by the many 
contributing reporters. Editing this column has allowed me to know and work with some 
of the finest and most dedicated hams around--the Emergency Coordinators, RACES 
Radio Operators, Public Service Chaimen, Net Managers, Net Control Operators, RACES 
members, ARES members, and NTS stations who dedicate so much of their time and 
energy directly serving the public. Keep up the good work! I’ll be keeping up with 
what’s happening in the area by maintaining my subscription to AUTOCALL. My best 
to you all. 


Public Service Calendar 


2/20/89: National Capital ARES (NCARES) Council Meeting; 1915 at D.C. Red Cross 
Chapter House Board Room 2021 E St. NW 


2/26/89: EC Conference at Vienna WINTERFEST tm 
3/20/89: NCARES Council Meeting; 1915 
4/17/89: NCARES Council Meeting; 1915 


Material for PUBLIC SERVICE REPORT can be left at W4NFA-1 PBBS on 145.07 or mailed to 9809 Meadow Dale Ct., 
Vienna, Va. 22180. Deadline for receipt of material is the fifth of the month 
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National Capital Area Amateur Radio Emergency Service: 


Va. Section EC: Earl Bishop, N4EXQ, (804)270-7564 


National Capitol District EC: Harry Jones, N4CWP. (703)521-4624 a 
Military District of Washington EC: Frank Hartnett, KASPUU (703)642-5516 | 
Fairfax Co. EC: Joe Peters, WB4WZZ (703)241-0078 7 
Vienna Asst. EC Jeff Wilkes, W4NFA 

& editor of 9809 Meadow Dale Ct. 

Public Service Vienna, Va. 22180 

Report: (703)281-4249 

Mt. Vernon Asst. EC: Steve Schneider, WB4EEA (703)683-6570 

Alexandria EC: Chuck Rexroad, N4HCP (703)971-0348 

Arlington Co. EC: Craig Church, N4EFJ (703)979-8325 

Prince William Co. EC: Harry Vorhauer, W4PVA (703)368-6050 

Loudoun Co. EC: Bill Roemer, K3CUU (703)395-4905 


Virginia District #1 DEC: Walt Quitter, NC4B (703)869-5241 
Frederick Co. EC: Steve Czaikowski, WB4ZTR (703)869-3674 
‘Warren Co. EC: Tom Strickler, K4JNA (703)635-3035 


wecevevecscecsorcssssere 


Maryland-DC SEC: Al Taylor, KN3U (301)251-9464 
Maryland-DC ASEC: Ross Merlin, WA2WDT (301)983-2842 

Md. State RACES Officer: Al Nollmeyer, W3YVQ (301)252-9073 
Md. State RACES Officer: John Rupprecht, K3NOQ 

Dist. of Columbia EC: Ken Williams, N3AQG (202)363-4234 
Allegany County EC: Gay Rembold, W3DFW (301)724-0674 
Anne Arundel Co. EC: VACANT 

Baltimore City/Co. EC: Cam Whetstone, WA3YOH (301)486-2609 
Calvert Co. EC: Woody Schwartz, W3ZNW (301)535-1281 
Caroline Co. EC: VACANT 

Carroll Co. EC: John Culleton, KO3Z (301)795-1159 

Cecil Co. EC: Bill Doss, N3AJJ (801)287-5897 

Charles Co. EC: VACANT 

Dorchester Co. EC: VACANT 

Frederick Co. EC: Rick Ogden, N3RO (301)845-2670 

Garrett Co. EC: VACANT 

Harford Co. EC: VACANT 

Howard Co. EC: Mike Carr, WA1QAA (301)799-0403 

Kent Co. EC: Jim Bortner, WA3UJE (301)778-0589 
Montgomery Co. EC: Hank Black, N3ESR (301)340-8595 

N. Prince Georges Co. EC: Gary Mentro, WB3JRW (301)927-4094 
S. Prince Georges Co. EC: George Dewees, KA3KIF (301)292-1241 
Queen Anne Co. EC: Walter Brink, W3WPY (301)643-2933 
Somerset Co, EC: VACANT - 

St. Mary’s Co. EC: VACANT 

Talbot Co. EC: VACANT . 
Washington Co. EC: Charlie Anderson NF3X (301)733-3061 
Wicomico Co. EC: VACANT 

Worcester Co. EC: Leo Kilgore KX3J (301)641-4291 
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NATIONAL CAPITAL AREA EMERGENCY & TRAFFIC NETS 


Daily: 

1300 Virginia Traffic Net: 7.26 SSB 

1800 Maryland Emergency Phone Net: 3.920 SSB 

1800 Virginia Sideband Net: 3.947 SSB 

1830 Virginia Slow Net: 3.68 CW 

1900 Virginia Net (early): 3.68 CW 

1900 MD-DC Net: 3.643 CW 

1915 Shenandoah Valley Emergency Net: 146.22/.82 FM 
2100 Vienna Wireless Society Pow-Wow Net: 28.4 SSB 
1930 MD Slow Net: 3.717 CW 
2200 MD-DC Net: 3.643 CW Be 
2200 Virginia Net (late): 3.68 CW 
2215 Virginia Late Net: 3.947 SSB 


Weekends & Holidays: 
4/1-11/15 1100/1500: Chesapeake Bay Weather & Traffic Net: 147.705/.105 FM 


Sundays: ; 

0900 Sunday Morning Coffee Net: 50.4 AM 

1900 Maryland 6 Meter Free State SSB Net: 50.125 
' 1900 Washington Co. 2-Meter Net: 146.94/.34 FM 
2100 Md-DC-NVa Regional EC Net: 146.91/.31 FM 


Mondays: 
2000 Woodbridge Wireless Net: 147.84/.24 FM 
2030 Maryland Mobileers Net: 146.805/205 


Tuesdays: 

1930 Arlington ARES Net: 146.58 FM 

2000 Mt. Vernon ARES Net: 146.055/.655 

2000 Montgomery Co. RACES/ARES Net: 146.46 FM 


Wednesdays: 
2145 (3rd Weds. of each month) Virginia Section ARES Appointees Net: 3947 KHz LSB. 


Thursdays: 

1900 Four State Net: 147.09/.69 FM 

1930 Vienna Wireless Society Emergency Net: 146.085/.685 FM 

1930 Carroll Co. Novice Net: 28.450 SSB 

2000 Alexandria Radio Club Net: 147.915/.315 FM 

2000 Ole Virginia Hams Net: 146.37/.97 FM 

2100 Prince Georges Amateur Radio Emergency Service Net: 147.75/.15 FM 
2100 Vienna Wireless Society Traffic Net: 28.010 CW 


Saturdays: 
1900 MCNRC Net: 52.25/53.25 and 144.95 FM 


Emergency only-as required: 
Vienna Emergency Net A (VEN/A): 3910 KHz (7260 altern) SSB 
VEN/B: 3947 KHz (7240 altern) SSB 
VEN/E: 3680 KHz (7050 altern) CW 
Note: All times are local (EST/EDT) unless otherwise specified. 
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Training Classes 


Robert Milligan - KI4MB BS 
6608 N. 18th Street, Arlington, VA 22205 
Phone (703) 533-0650 (Home), (703) 534-1319 (Recorder) 


Tech/Generall Classes, Starting 30 January, Alexandria, VA. Sponsored by Alexandria 
Radio Club and Mt. Vernon ARC. Classes will meet in Alexandria City on Mondays 
from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. and will run for approximately 10 weeks. There will be no 
charge for the course; however, studenst must provide materials costing approximately 
$20. For information and location, contact John - WZ4A at (703) 971-3905 or Harry - 
N4CWP at (703) 521-4624 eet coe 


Novice Classes, Starting February 4, Anne Arundel County, MD. Sponsored by Anne 
Arundel Radio Club. Saturday morning classes, Queen Ann Bridge Road, running 
February 4 through April 22, 9:00 a.m. to Noon. Head Instructor, Jerry Herman - 
W3BDW. For further information, contact Tony Young - WA3YLO_ (301) 262-1917 or 
Holly Bevan - N3BMB 923-0229. | 


General/Technician Classes, Starting February 6, Laurel, MD. Sponsored by Laurel 
Amateur Radio Club. Classes run for ten weeks, meeting on Mondays, from 7:00 p.m. 
to 9:00 p.m. at Pallotti High School. No charge for classes. For more information call 
Frank Treadwell - K3LDE (301) 498-2213. is 


Novice/Technician Classes, Starting February 16, Woodbridge, VA. Sponsored by @ 
Woodridge Wireless, Inc. Classes every Thursday evening 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. for 13 weeks. — 
Our Lady of Angels School, Marriage Way (across Rt 1 from Marumsco Plaza), Wood- — 
bridge, VA. For more information contact Ed Bayne - N4LJZ at (703) 494-3508 or Bob — 
Walter, NQ4K at (703) 494-1069. 


GENERAL INFORMATION 
Alexandria Radio Club - Contact Harry Jones - N4CWP (703) 521-4624 - 
Anne Arundel - Contact Tony Young - WA3YLO_ (301) 262-1917 
Baltimore ARC - Contact Ralph Huber - KA83HAM_ (801) 321-5748 
Baltimore Radio Amateurs TV Society (BRATS) - Contact Bill Self (301) 669-0149... 
Chaverim, Inc. - Contact Bob Teitel - W3IDT (301) 654-3484 
Frederick ARC - Contact Steve Bauman - W3FOA (301) 662-4552 
Goddard ARC - Contact Chris Spinolo - KA3RTC (301) 776-5710 
Laurel ARC - Contact Frank Treadwell - K3LDE (301) 498-2213 
MADRAS - Contact Renee Culver - KC3NG (301) 949-9220 
Montgomery County Department of Recreation (301) 468-4050 
Mount Vernon ARC - Contact John Forrest - WZ4A (703) 971-3905 
Rock Creek ARA - Contact Walt Ramsey - AK3B (301) 949-3954 
Shenandoah Valley ARC - Contact Walt Quitter - NC4B (703) 869-5241 
Southern Maryland ARC - Contact Bob Currn - KA38GCC. (301) 627-3040 © 
Sterling Park - Contact Art Nevins - WA4NTP (703) 437-9382 
Tri County ARC - Contact Al Sines - WA3QGA, P.O. Box 710, College Park 20740 +. — 
Vienna Wireless - Contact Paul Wilkins - AB4CY (703) 560-2779 i 
Washington Adventists - Contact Henry Miller - W3BWN (301) 474-7376 4 
Woodbridge Wireless - Ed Bayne - N4LJZ (703) 494-3508 rs F 


Local clubs are urged to list their training programs with the Auto-Call 
far enough in advance for effective publicity. 
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IMPORTANT NOTE: If you now have a Technician class license which was acquired 


FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO 
Volunteer Examiner Cooperative 


Nancy Draheim - NK4U 
3513 Old Post Road, Fairfax, VA 22030 
(703) 691-0078 


SCHEDULE OF EXAMINATIONS 
1989 


prior to March 21, 1987, have a copy of it available when you decide to upgrade. 


Jan. 28 


Feb. 4. 


June 3 


Mountain ARC (Cumberland, Md) (Mountain VEC) Preregistration desired. 


Contact: Gay Rembold, W3DFW (301) 724-0674 


University of Maryland ARC (College Par MD) (W5YI VEC) Walk-in 
Contact: Scott Rosenfeld N3FI (301) 963-4008 


Hampton Roads Radio Assn. (Hampton Roads, VA) (W5YI VEC) 
Contact: Bill Runyon, N4BDH (804) 487-8611 


Vienna Wireless Society (Vienna, VA) (ARRL VEC) Walk-in 


Contact: Nancy Draheim, NK4U (703) 691-0078 


University of Maryland ARC (College Park) (W5YI VEC) Walk-in 
Contact: Scott Rosenfeld, NF3I (301) 963-4008 


South Peninsula ARC (Southeastern VA) (ARRL VEC) > 
Contact: Sid Evans, N4IIC (804) 851-5573 


Massanutten ARA/Valley ARC (Harrisonburg,VA) (ARRL VEC) Walk-in 
Contact: Wayne Miller, KB4WOM (703) 867-5428 


University of Maryland ARC (College Park) (W5YI VEC) Walk-in 
Contact: Scott Rosenfeld, NF3I (301) 963-4008 


Williamsburg Area ARC (Williamsburg, VA) (ARRL VEC) 
Contact: Andrew Swanson, WJ4X (804) 253-2811 


University of Maryland ARC (College Park MD) (W5YI VEC) Walk-in 
Contact: Scott Rosenfeld N3FI (301) 963-4008 


Portsmouth ARC (Portsmouth, VA) (ARRL VEC) 
Contact: Art Thiemens, AA4AT (804) 484-2857 


University of Maryland ARC (College Park MD) (W5YI VEC) Walk-in 
Contact: Scott Rosenfeld N3FI (301) 963-4008 


Virginia Beach ARC (Virginia Beach, VA) (ARRL VEC) 
Contact: Tom Weikel, KA4UNC (804) 340-7697 


(Continued) 
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é 
Volunteer Examiner Cooperative - Continued ; 
‘ 


July 8 University of Maryland ARC (College Park MD) (W5YI VEC) Walk-in 
Contact: Scott Rosenfeld N3FI (301) 963-4008 


Massanutten ARA/Valley ARC (Harrisonburg, VA) (ARRL VEC) Walk-in 
Contact: Wayne Miller, KB4WOM (703) 867-5428 


July 15 Chesapeake DX Assn (Chesapeake, VA) (W5YI VEC) 
Contact: Bill Verebely, KC4YX (804) 424-4764 


Aug. 5 University of Maryland ARC (College Park MD) (W5YI VEC) Walk-in 
Contact: Scott Rosenfeld N3FI (301) 963-4008 


Aug. 19 Hampton Roads Radio Assn (Hampton Roads, VA) (W5YI VEC) 
Contact: Bill Runyon, N4BDH (804) 487-8611 


Sept 16 ARRL Virginia State Convention Virginia Beach, VA) (ARRL VEC) 
Contact: Sid Evans, N4IIC (804) 851-5573 


Oct. 7 Williamsburg ARC (Williamsburg, VA (ARRL VEC) 
Contact: Andrew Swanson, WJ4X (804) 253-2811 


Nov. 4 Portsmouth ARC (Portsmouth, VA) (ARRL VEC) 
Contact: Art Thiemens, AA4AT (804) 253-2811 


Nov. 11 Massanutten ARA/Valley ARC (Harrisonburg, VA) (ARRL VEC) Walk-in 
Contact: Wayne Miller, KB4WOM (703) 867-5428 


Dec. 2 Virginia Beach ARC (Virginia Beach;, VA)’ (ARRL VEC) 
Contact: Tom Weikel, KA4UNC (804) 340-7969 


While most examinations are offered on a walk-in basis, 
pre-registration is desirable in all cases. 
NOTE: All examinations require that you submit: 
Copy of your current Amateur Radio license (bring original) 

Completed FCC Form 610. 

Check for appropriate examination fee.* 
Maximum fee has been raised to $4.75. 
Fees of individual VEC may vary. 
Laurel Exams are still free. 


If you were licensed as a Technician prior to March 21, 1987, 
take of copy of this license when you go for an upgrade examination. 
Volunteer examiners are requiring proof that you are grandfathered for element 3B. _ 


This schedule of examinations appears each month in Auto-Call Magazine 
: Please advise NK4U of your examination schedules. 
(703) 691-0078 
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SRAM -- 003 


Amateur Radio in the USSR 
Dexter Anderson, W4KM 


THE SOVIET RADIO AMATEUR MOVEMENT’S ROLL 
IN PROVIDING COMMUNICATIONS DURING DISASTER 


On two recent occasions prior to the Armenian earthquake in December 1988, the Soviet 
Radio Amateur Movement provided communications, and otherwise helped alleviate 
damage and suffering, during disasters. 


One disaster involved the explosion at the Chernobyl’ Nuclear Power Station in April 
1986. The other, far less publicized, involved avalanches caused by heavy snows in 
mountainous areas of Georgia in January to March of 1987. 


The coverage in the Soviet Amateur press of these two disasters may be of interest. as 
an indication of how the Soviet Radio Amateur movement’s role in the Armenian 
earthquake may be treated. We should bear in mind, though, two factors that 
distinguish the Armenian disaster from the two earlier ones: First, it was a far greater 
tragedy, and, second, the USSR, in a welcome manifestation of glasnost’, not only 
accepted but welcomed help from abroad. 


The fact that foreigners were present could significantly affect the speed, volume, and 
nature of Soviet press coverage. In fact, the Amateur press has already carried two 
items touching upon Amateur Radio’s role in the disaster. Both appeared in Boris 
Stepanov’s (UW3AX) numbered column On the Amateur Bands (NLD). 


NLD-1349, 11 December 1988, carried a report from Yu. Zaruba - UAQOBA, to the effect 
that an around-the-clock "radio watch" had been organized on 3,649, 14,175, and 
21,250 kHz. RG6GBS, UG6GAO, and UG6GWW were said to be operating from the 
sites of the disaster, with additional participation by RW3AH, RA38AGO, UBD5INZ, 
UZ9IOWD, UZ9IOWM, and UG7GWO. (A reminder that collective-station calls normally 
consist of six characters, the fifth of which is W,, Xs) Y, or Z.) 


NLD-1350, 14 December 1988, reported that Moscow stations coordinating the Amateur 
net were now using different calls. EO1 was being used by RW3AH, EO2 by UA3APH, 
and EO3 by UV3ACQ. Stations not involved in the net were asked to keep clear of 
net frequencies 3,644, 3,648, 7,040, 7,080, and 14,175 kHz. yi 


A principle along the lines "That which is not expressly permitted is not possible" may 
be said to govern much of Soviet life. If provision of communications and other services 
during disaster were not specifically written into the Soviet Amateur Radio movement’s 
"charter," it would probably not take place. Fortunately, assistance during disasters is 
a recognized function, as confirmed by no less.a figure than Yuriy B. Zubarev, Chairman 
of the Federation of Radio Sport of the USSR and one of the Deputy Ministers of 
Communications of the USSR. Zubarev delivered the major speech at an important 
Amateur Radio conference held at Moscow in April 1988; RADIO for July 1988 reported 
the speech at length. 


Zubarev (who doesn’t, as far as I’m aware, have an Amateur call) stated at the 
conference that since the beginning of the Radio Amateur movement in the early 1920’s, 
it has set for itself the main goal of serving the motherland. At recent examples; he 
mentioned participation by a group of DOSAAF Amateurs, under dangerous conditions, 
in the clean-up following the nuclear disaster at Chernobyl’, and provision of 
tadiocommunications by a group of shortwavers to mountainous areas of Georgia 
following a natural disaster. (Continued). 
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Let’s look at press coverage of these two disasters. 
Nuclear Explosion, Chernobyl’, April 1986 


Gennadiy Shul’gin - UZ3AU, Senior Editor of RADIO magazine, wrote of his month- 
long experience in the Chernobyl’ clean-up efforts in the April 1988 issue. His article, 
entitled "We Remember Chernobyl’," is almost entirely positive in its orientation. 
(Shul’gin does get in one small "dig" at the "system" by mentioning that awards to 
Amateurs for their performance under dangerous conditions haven’t been delivered to 


them yet.) 


On his way to Chernobyl", Shul’gin stopped off in the nearby Ukrainian capital, Kiev, 
to see a friend, Sergey Bunin - UB5UN. Bunin’s pet tomcat returned from a stroll 
during Shul’gin’s visit, and Bunin ran a homemade dosimeter over the cat’s paws. 
Shul’gin was astonished to see the level of radiation registered on the instrument and 
wondered what the level would be in Chernobyl’ itself. 


Shul’gin’s initial impressions of the village of Chernobyl’ (which had been evacuated 
following the explosion) are particularly vivid. The central street was deserted except 
for occasional people dressed in what Shul’gin calls "Afghan" uniforms (i.e. protective 
clothing with face covering). Yards were overgrown with weeds taller than a person. 
Of domestic livestock, only chickens were left, and these, Shul’gin remarks eerily, were 
perching for some reason on the lower branches of apple trees. 


Note the time lag: The article appeared a year after the incident. At Shul’gin points 
out, glasnost’ (launched a year before that) were just getting under way. He illustrates 
this by saying that during telephone conversations between Moscow and the Ukraine 
just following the disaster, he and his friends used "Aesopian" language (innocent- 
sounding terms with disguised meanings) to discuss the true state of affairs, which was 
not initially reported in Soviet media. ae 


Snows and Avalanches, Georgia, January - March 1987 


The avalanches in Georgia were caused by unusually heavy snowfall during the winter 
of 1986-1987. Though far less publicity was given, this disaster caused deaths, destroyed 
buildings, and cut off access to mountain villages. . 


The first report of the disaster I came across was in the newspaper SOVETSKIY 
PATRIOT of 4 March 1987, -- three months after it began. A report from the Georian 
capital Tbilisi stated that the situation in the mountains continued to be difficult, with 
roads snowed in and helicopter access hindered by frequent fog. Radio was described as 
the only reliable means of communication. A. Teymurazov - UF6FFF was quoted as 
stating that "As soon as the Ministry of Communications of the Republic accepted our 
suggestion, radioamateur DOSAAF members set off for the disaster areas." One of their 
first actions was to call for a helicopter to evacuate a pregnant woman. The helicopter 
also brought out her 3-year-old daughter and eight villagers who had been left homeless. 
The chief of the radio center in Tbilisi thanks the Amateurs for passing useful weather 
information, adding: "In addition, and this is very important, hundreds of people have 
been able to contact their relatives ... to find out about their fate." Welfare-whereabouts 
traffic! 


In a brief report in SOVETSKIY PATRIOT. of 22 November 1987, M. Nemirova 
criticized the Georgian Republic Sport-Technical Club for failing to develop Amateur 
Radio in the period since the snowstorm disaster, in disregard of plans to do so. She 
was told that in Mestiyskiy Rayon, an area heavily affected by the storm, there still 
wasn’t a single Radio Amateur. (Continued) 
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The most interesting coverage of the Georgian disaster that’s come my way appeared in 
RADIO for October 1988 -- a year and a half after it ended. In a lengthy introduction 
to her article, entitled "The Red Snow of Svanetiya," Ye. Turubara, a regular 
contributor to RADIO, described recent television coverage of an unrelated event. a fire 


_aboard a Soviet steamer in Osaka, Japan, in which eleven people were killed and dozens 


suffered burns. Another vessel was sent to bring the survivors back to the USSR, 
whereupon 50 of them announced that they hadn’t had time to make necessary 
purchases. The departure had to be postponed for 24 hours. Japanese television later 
showed happy, satisfied Soviet tourists weighted down with "Panasonics" and "Sharps" 
climbing the gangplank. These shots were juxtaposed -- with photographs of coffins 
containing the bodies of their comrades being loaded into an airplane. 


In contrast to the callousness displayed in this incident, Turubara welcomes the 
testimony, provided by the Amateurs’ generous and selfless behavior, to the fact that the 
finest human qualities have not disappeared from Soviet life. 


The article itself provides colorful detail on the conditions the Amateurs faced. The idea 
of flying Amateurs in to remote villages to convey communications seems to have 
emanated from them, not the civil authorities. Turubara writes that they finally 
understood in the Georgian Ministry of Communication that the only way to restore 
communication with the snowed-in village was to send Radio Amateurs to them. 
Volunteers weren’t bothered by the fact that they’d have to take personal leave and 
suffer cold and deprivation. People needed their help. That was enough. 


The story focuses on Shalva Beridze - RF6FC, ex-UF6FCG, and Tamaz Batsikadze - 


» UF6FX, who were assigned to the village of Kala. Upon arrival, they saw unforgettable 


scenes of destroyed buildings, with children’s toys and furniture strewn about. The 
village was going hungry and there was no firewood or gasoline. After some lively over- 


the-air discussion, a nearby village was ordered to share supplies. During their stay, 


they called in helicopters to evacuate a woman about to give birth, a young man with 
acute appendicitis, and a six-year-old boy suffering from convulsions. 


NEWS ITEMS: 


UA9IMGO/UASYK is on from a new QTH, the Yamalo-Nenetskiy Autonomous District 
(Okrug), “Oblast” No. 163, which counts toward the RAEM certificate. 
ty S. Boyko, UA9MGO/UA9K 
P.O. Box 1727 
644050 OMSK-50 
(NLD-1347, 4 Dee.’88) 


4K1A (April 1987 through October 1988), from B. Gnusov - UA1DJ, who has received 

4K1A logs for this period: br 

al P.O. Box 1 

196070 LENINGRAD 
(NLD-1348, 7 Dec ’88) 


U1MIR, U2MIR, U3MIR, aboard the MIR orbiting station: 


*c/o V. Agabekov, UA6HZ 

P.O. Box 1 

357600 YESSENTUKI (Stavropol’skiy Kray) 
(NLD-1348, 7 Dec ’88) 


See page 27 for QSL Tidbits 
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NEWS RELEASE 


For Immediate Release 


THE FOUNDATION FOR AMATEUR RADIO, INC., a non-profit organization with 
headquarters in Washington, D.C., plans to award thirty-two (32) scholarships for the 
academic year 1989--1990 to assist licensed Radio Amateurs. The Foundation, composed 
of fifty local area Amateur Radio Clubs, fully funds four of these scholarships with the 
income from grants and its annual Hamfest. It administers, without cost to the donors, 
seven (7) scholarships for the Quarter Century Wireless Association, five (5) for the 
Baltimore, (MD) Amateur Radio Club, three (3) for the Radio Club of America, and 
two (2) each for the Dade (FL) Radio Club, the Amateur Radio News Service, the 10-10 
International Net, and the West Allis Radio Amateur Club of Milwaukee. It also 
administers one (1) each for the Richard G. Chichester Memorial, the Young Ladies’ 
Radio League, the Columbia (MD) Amateur Radio Association, the Frederick (MD) 
Amateur Radio Club and the Vienna (VA) Wireless Society. 


Licensed Radio Amateurs may compete for these awards if they plan to pursue a full- 
time course of studies beyond high school and are enrolled in or have been accepted for 
enrollment at an accredited university, college or technical school. Some of the scholar- 
ships require the holding of at least an FCC GENERAL Class license or equivalent. 
The awards range from $500 to $2000 with preference given in some cases to residents 
of specified geographical areas or the pursuit of certain study programs. 


Additional information and an application form can be requested by letter or QSL card, 
postmarked prior to May 31, 1989 from: j 


FAR Scholarships 
6903 Rhode Island Avenue 
College Park, MD 20740 


The Foundation for Amateur Radio, incorporated in the District of Columbia, is an 
exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954. It 
is devoted exclusively to promoting the interests of Amateur Radio and those scientific, 
literary and educational pursuits that advance the purpose of the Amateur Radio 
Service. 
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The Vienna Wireless Society 


WINTERFEST 1989 


Sunday, February 26 
7:30 a.m 


Vienna Community Center 
120 Cherry Street 
Vienna, Virginia 

(newly renovated center) 


GENERAL ADMISSION FOOD SERVICE 
$4.00 per person at gate By Vienna Fire Department 
12 and under free Ladies Auxiliary 
Early morning breakfast 
available 
TAILGATING FOR INFORMATION: 
$7.00 per space Harry Kaklikian, W4ACN 
Tailgating opens 4941 Andrea Ave. 
at 6:00 a.m. Annandale, Va. 22003 


First come, first served 
Spaces are limited 


AN ARRL APPROVED HAMFEST 
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Letter from the SM, MDC 


Phil Battey, W3FZV 


I am now nearing the end of my term as 
SM of MDC and I wish to commend those 
clubs that have helped me in one way or 
another. Some have sent. me bulletins 
containing information for my monthly 
column in QST, some have carried out 
projects which have reflected favorably on 
this ARRL section, and some ‘have 
renewed their affiliations with the League 
in a timely manner. In my opinion, clubs 
are one of the most cohesive forces in 
Amateur Radio and the ARRL 
organization. I hope that you will 
continue your good work, public relations, 
emergency-related activities, training and 
examining of prospective hams, 
informative and _ interesting programs, 
QSL-forwarding, etc. 


I meant to write all ARRL Affiliated Clubs 
earlier in my term but time constraints 
and the press of everyday chores have 
prevented that. Now, through this letter 
I hope to extend an invitation to as many 
fellow hams as possible to nominate 
someone new for SM. I will not be a 
candidate for re-election. 


I feel that I have done some good things 
during my short tenure, although 
certainly not as much as I wanted to do 
or that needed to be done. One of the 
jobs not completed is that of filling 
leadership positions with active and 
conscientious people, who are dedicated to 
Amateur Radio. Such persons must truly 
_ want to tackle a task, e.g., emergency 
communications or guidance and 
interaction with clubs. 


I have been somewhat remiss in other 
facets of our hobby, e.g. becoming 
equipped for packet radio operation, VHF 
operation, and phone operation in general. 
Yet, even what I have done has proved to 
be too much for’ me, causing me both 
emotional and physical strain. My 
constitution is not able to cope with the 
rigors of the SM job. But that, I am. sure, 
is not to say that there are no good 
prospects for the SM job in MDC. 
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Nominees for SM must have the time and. 
interest necessary for the job. His or her | 


tasks will include: writing letters, 


answering questions, attending hamfests, © 


making station and section appointments, 
writing a monthly column for QST, 
making awards, etc. 


In my remaining six months, I shall 
continue as I have done, probably meeting: 
some of you at hamfests. If you wish, 
please write me and ask questions about 
the job. The MDC Section News column 
in February QST (to be received in late 
January) also contains notice of my 
decision to step down. Remember, your 
nominations must be received at HQ by 
March 10. Please take advantage of this 
opportunity. Ballots are mailed out on 
April 1 and they must be filled out an 

received at HQ by May 20: - 


Best of luck for 1989. 


Phil Battey, W3FZV 
SM, MDCZ 


York Springfest 
March 5 


The Second Annual York Springfest 
Ham/Computer fair Tg 
Will be held Sunday March 5 at the 
Firehall, Dover, PA. Food, Refreshments 
| VE Exams ~ 
Inside tables $10. Registration $4 
Unlicensed spouse and under-12 free 
Tailgating Free 
Blacktop Parking 
General Admission at 8:00 a.m. 
Talk-in on 146.37/.97 and 147.93./33 
For Advanced information & registration 
Call (801) 239-3878 
Or write: 
YORK SPRINGFEST, P.O. Box 50 
Shrewsbury, PA 17361-0050 
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Congratulations To: 


Congratulations to Jeff Wilks, W4NFA on his new assignment to Australia. Jeff will be 
gone for two or three years but then expects to be back to the Washington area. Our 
___ sincere thanks to Jeff for his fine work in writing the Auto-Call Public Service Column 
for the the last 5 years. He has been very active in the Amateur Radio Emergency 
Service and has been actively involved in every major disaster that has struck the area. 
He holds OES, ORS and EC appointments. Jeff has been active with the Vienna 
Wireless Society for the past 12 years, a member of the Northern Virginia FM 
Association, and the ARES Council. It is going to be hard to fill his shoes! 


Congratulations to the Foundation For Amateur Radio on adminstering 32 scholarships 
for 1989. Under the chairmanship of Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC, the FAR scholarship 
program has grown from its first award in 1961 to twelve scholarships funded directly 
by the Foundation and Foundation member clubs and the administration of another 

4 twenty awards which are funded by other doners. See page 24 for the announcement 
of this years program. 
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; Silent Keys 
Hans Hunziker, KB4OZI became a Silent Key on Christmas Eve. He was a member of 


the Vienna Wireless Society and active on the 10-meter net. (VWS) 


Wendell Jackson, W3WW of Easton, Maryland, became a Silent Key in November. He 
was an active member of the Maryland Mobileers before his illness. (MMARC) 4 


. Ronald ("Mac") McDonald, WA6JOY became a Silent Key in December. He was an active 
i member of the Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. (Submitted by WWD 
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QSL TIDBITS 
Corrections to SRAM-002 "QSL Tidbits": 


First item: QSL cards for UA9OA/UJ2K should be sent to: 
P.O. Box 44 
630093 NOVOSIBIRSK-93 . 
(NLD-1347, 4 Dec ’88) 


Last item: The correct callsign of the collective station, the first station listed is- 
UW6HWI (not UZ6HWI). 
(NLD-1347, 4 Dec ’88) 
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Something Old Something New 


Gil Frey, K4JST 
EC of Charles City County, Virginia 


Like most hams, my shack seems to accumulate a fair number of projecis that I plan to 
get around to someday. I have had two dead ICOM BP-3 battery packs that need new 
cells sitting on the shelf for at least five years. The BP-3 is the pack that comes with 
each new 2AT (and 02AT). At 250 ma/h, it is certainly not very sophisticated, but it 
does have several nice features (beside being "free"). The BP-3 can be recharged using 
the simple wall charger that comes with the unit and, even more important, the BP-3 


is the only pack that can use this cord "off the shelf." It is really nice to have the 


convenient BC-35 drop-in rapid charger for everyday use, but this unit does not lend 


itself to portable or emergency situations. 


f opened the BP-3 several years ago and decided I could make up a new pack of seven 
cells. Seems I had seen some cells just like the at a hamfest. Sure enough, at Manassas 
that June, I found a source and bought 21 cells. The first problem was holding them 
together long. enough to get a piece of tape around the seven cell stack. Lining them 
up on end was an exercise in frustration, so I glued them together with RTV cement 
(one evening shot). Next, I had to strip them together electrically. I used short pieces 
of solder wick and a small pencil tip iron. Nuts, the tops of the cells would not tin. I 
carefully sanded each cell; both ends (Kay wonders why her favorite emery board is 
always worn and gray.) Another attempt with the iron and J can still not get the cells 
to tin. I lose an hour looking for my old Weller gun. This does the trick and I have 
nearly finished the first pack when I overheat a cell top and it blows the seal (another 
evening shot). The third evening I finally get a pack assembled and strapped. I cut 
the old pack out of the case and solder the new pack to the leads. Now what? The 
case will not quite go closed. I fuss and fume, but it is just not going to.work. It 
seems that there are slight differences in the length and diameter of the cells. Though 
the ones I purchased looked identical to the Sanyous in the BP-3, they were not. (I 
_ have since discovered that this is a very common problem with those white-cased generic 
NiCADS we buy at hamfests). So ends the third evening and JI still have two dead 
BP-3s plus twenty useless cells to roll around in the kitchen drawer forever. 


I saw an ad in the new AES (Amateur Electronic Supply) flyer for repair inserts for 
ICOM battery packs. The one for the BP-3 is $22.95 (certainly steeply higher than 
those 7 useless cells cost me, but only about half the cost. of a new BP-3). I ordered 
two packs and was pleasantly surprised at the ease of the repair, The packs are bound 
and ready to drop. in with end terminals that match the originals perfectly. The straps 
are spot welded rather than soldered so no danger of overheating. The first unit took 
seven minutes to repair and the second less than five. Now that is my type of project. 


AES also sells replacement inserts for the BP-5, 7 and 8 plus several high capacity and 


high voltage. packs: for the ICOM HTs. “The 9.6 volt 1000 ma/h pack looks real 


interesting for ARES use. 
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Project Dove 


Sometime within the next few months, a miniature satellite will begin rebroadcasting 
peace messages recorded by young students all over the world. The Digital Orbiting 


Voice Encorder (DOVE) is being sponsored by the Brazilian Radio Amateur satellite 


organization (BRAMSAT). Project DOVE is being promoted in the U.S. by AMSAT, 
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Ham Radio Operation in Europe 
Bernie Keiser, WD40 


Those of you who have taken your port- 
able equipment on a trip know that carry- 
ing your hobby with you can enhance the 
pleasure of that trip considerably. This is 
especially true when business takes you 
away rather frequently. 


During the past few summers, my bus- 
iness trips to places like London and 
Munich have been expanded into two-week 
family vacations. As a result, I have 
operated in most of the countries of 
Western Europe. The ham bands in 


_ Europe are somewhat more restricted than 


in the U.S. The main differences are: 
80 meters is 3.5 to 3.8 MHz only 
40 meters is 7.0 to 7.1 MHz only 
All WARC bands are now in use 
(30-, 17-, and 12-meters) 
6 meters is 50-51 MHz only, and not 
available in all countries 
A 4 meter band covers 70.025 to 
70.500 MHz in some countries 
2-meters is 144-146 MHz only 
There is no 220 MHz band 
70 cm is 430 to 440 MHz only 
There is no 902 MHz band 
23 cm is 1240 to 13800 MHz, with an 
ATV extension to 1325 MHz in the UK 
The higher frequency allocations are simi- 
lar to those in the U.S., as are 160-meters, 
20-meters, 15-meters and 10-meters. 


If you anticipate travel to a foreign coun- 
try and wish to take your equipment, the 
first step is to write the ARRL for the 
latest procedures and forms for that 
country. Canada requires nothing other 
than your U.S. license, but all other coun- 
tries require that you obtain a guest 
permit, for which there usually is a small 
fee. Most important is that you follow all 
instructions for the country to which you 
are going. 


A good low cost way of sending your fee 
is through the use of a postal money 
order. You pay for this at the post office 
in U.S. dollars. Look up the exchange 
rate in the paper and send enough dollars 
to cover the foreign amount, plus a few 
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percent to cover possible adverse changes 
in the exchange rate. A copy of your 
money order application should be sent 
with your guest permit application so the 
foreign licensing authority will know that 
the fee will be arriving separately. A few 
countries accept International Reply 
Coupons (IRCs), which you can buy at the 
post office and mail with your application. 
Send them only if you know the foreign 
country will accept them. A few countries 
require a bank check written in their 
currency. This is the most expensive of 
all because of the bank fee, but some 
countries leave you no choice. 


All countries require that you send them 
a copy of your U.S. license. Your priv- 
ileges in the foreign country will corres- 
pond to those of a ham in that country 
who holds a license of comparable class. 
Generally, you should allow about six 
weeks for a response, but in some cases it 
may be as little as three weeks or as long 
as three months. I found that a Vienna 
mailing address may create a_ special 
problem. I applied to Austria for a guest 
permit but did not receive it until two 
days before my trip. My permit had gone 
to Vienna, Austria, instead of Vienna, 
Virginia. I almost made that trip without 
my rig. 


Many countries have special requirements. 
Belgium and the Netherlands want a 
schematic diagram of your final amplifier. 
Norway, Sweden and Denmark want a 
clean local police record, as well as an 
FCC certified copy of your license, assur- 
ing them that it has not been revoked for 
any reason. The Irish Free State licenses 
hams as "experimenters," and only for the 
bands requested. The United Kingdom 
(England, Scotland, Wales and North 
Ireland) will renew your permit annually 
(for the usual fee) if you are returning. 
Ireland and Belgium issue special call 
signs to visitors. Ireland and Luxembourg 
issue free permits to visitors for one 
month. (Continued on page 30) 
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Ham Radio Operation in Europe - Continued 


Most hams that I encountered in Europe 
speak enough English to carry on a QSO. 
In Italy, however, I found their knowledge 
of English, and thus willingness to talk, 
was very limited compared to the other 
countries. Most hams on the continent, 
especially in Germany and Scandinavia, 
are anxious to practice their English. 


Operating requirements are more formal 
than in the U.S. Every contact or trans- 
mission must be logged. You must sign 
the other station’s call and then your call 
on every transmission. Italy does not 
allow mobile operation. The UK does not 
allow rail mobile operation. On most 
European repeaters, especially those in the 
UK, a 1750 Hz tone burst is required to 
bring them up. Since our rigs normally 
are not equipped with this capability, 
a whistle at the right tone is needed. 


A little practice allows this to be done 
successfully. Generally, there is more 
VHF/UHF simplex operation, as well as 
more use of the higher frequency bands in 
Europe than in the U.S. because their 
bands are more limited than ours. 


European repeater channels are all spaced 
25 kHz apart. . 


Special equipment you will need consists 
of a 230V to 115V transformer and a plug 
adapter kit. A 50 Watt transformer should 
be adequate for most purposes, especially 
battery charging. 


You will want to exchange QSLs with 
your contacts, and will find most of the 
hams you work want to do so also. The 
ARRL Outgoing QSL Bureau is very use- 
ful in this respect, as well as the Incoming 
QSL services that are also available. 


This article was printed in the Vienna Wireless Society’s 
Leading Edge Journal, Vol. 1, No. 1, December 1988 
For further information contact WD40 at 281-9582 
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Have Bug - Will Travel 
Howard Johnson, W4IIG 


Late winter, spring, and early summer 1988 found me aboard a United States Naval 
Ship, the USNS SEALIFT MEDITERRANEAN/NMHT, as a seagoing "Sparks" 
"tramping" the South China Sea, the far Western Pacific, the Indian Ocean and the 
Persian Gulf. It turned out to be an exciting tour! 


The profession of seagoing radio officer is undergoing changes as the technology 
develops. However, many aspects of the day-to-day routine have not changed 
significantly in the past 50 years. We are still primarily responsible for maintaining a 
watch on 500 kHz, the International Calling and Distress frequency which utilizes the 
Morse telegraph mode of communications, AKA CW. While keyers and keyboards are 
seen now and then, manual telegraphy via the traditional hand key (or bug) is the usual 
method. "Accuracy first" continues to be the primary criteria. 


Following is a thumbnail sketch of my assignment: 

In mid-February, I departed home one morning to board a shuttle-flight from 
Washington to New York. There I boarded a Japan Airlines Boeing B-747-LR aircraft, 
Carrying nearly a full load of passengers, cargo, and enough jet fuel for 11,269 
(6997 miles), we required nearly a minute of takeoff run. The upper air conditions were 
favorable, and the anticipated time enroute to Tokyo’s Narita Airport - NRT was 13 
hours + 20 minutes. The flight was pleasant, much of the time over broken to 
scattered clouds, providing for many long looks at the passing terrain. The flight took 
us over the general vicinity of Fairbanks, Alaska; thence out over the Bering Sea, 
crossing the Aleutian Chair west of the Island of Adak (which was my home for a year 
in the early ’40s, pounding brass for the U.S. Army Signal Crop). We arrived at NRT 
at 1640 hours local Japan time. The entire flight was under full daylight conditions. 


At 1900 the same date, I boarded a Singapore Airlines B-747 for a delightful night flight 
of 6 hours + 45 minutes to Singapore’s Changi Airport. It was a clear night with 
excellent visibility and I had a view of the heavens such as I had not experienced for 
many a year. As we approached Singapore, the "Southern Sky" was magnificent! 
Clearing Customs and Immigration required less than thirty minutes, thanks to the 
local Agent whose representative met us (myself, the relieving Steward and relieving 
Chief Engineer). By 0400 we boarded the "Med" via Jacob’s Ladder from a launch, and 
I found a spare bunk to "rack-up" for a couple of hours, after nearly 30 hours of travel 
and wait, along with a 12 hour time change. 


By the way, clambering up a wobbly ship’s ladder, 30 feet or so in this case, with a 
choppy sea running and some wind and rain added for seasoning ... is an experience one 
who does not go to sea cannot fully appreciate. Merely transferring self and luggage 
from a narrow 30 foot launch, constantly maneuvering alongside (but not touching) a 
more or less stationary 27,000 ton vessel, puts one in mind of bobbing for apples! The 
difference is the real possibility of severe injury or worse, in the event of a wrong move 
by the launch skipper, or a slip of the foot/hand during the jump of a couple of feet or — 
so from launch to ladder. Bear in mind that the "up & down" relative movement may 
amount to nearly ten feet during bad conditions; one must add "sidewise” and erratic 
motion to that, too, plus a tidal current that may be running as much as 5 or 6 knots! 
By 0730 it was time for a bit of breakfast (stomach still keeping Eastern Standard Time, 
12 hours behind the "real world"), followed by a briefing from the off-going "Sparks." In 
this case we had plenty of time for discussion of the technicalities plus a little yarn 
spinning. By noon it was time for me to settle-in to my home for the next 4-1/2_ 
months. . 


[’ll tell you more about those sea-going adventures in next month’s column. The tour 


in the Persian Gulf got quite interesting! <> 
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Metropolitan Communications Network 


W.A.T.A.’s Community Meeting Room, 4729 14th Street N.W. 
(at Decatur Street), Washington, DC - unless otherwise announced. 


N38AGB/R, 52.250 MHz in; 53.250 MHz out. Accessible on 144.950 


c/o Bob Sporn - WA3GGO, 9927 Cottrell Tr, Silver Spring, MD 20903 


Meetings: Quarterly, on the second Sunday of the month. 
Repeater: 
MHz in the simplex mode. 
On-the-air: Saturdays at 1900 hours. 
Mailing: 
Information: Bob Sporn - WA3GGO (301) 434-1719 


Due to the activities and efforts of our 
club’s members and the outgoing presi- 
dent, Franklin D. Hipsley - WA3ZAR, the 
following new members joined: 

Mary A. Milligan - KAIKWP 

Leonard H. Milligan - KA9QMV 

Robert N. Milligan - KA4WPS 

Robert Curry - KC3VO 

Kathy Quereshi - KAS3KHB 

Steve Quereshi - KASKHA 


At the annual election of officers, the 
following were elected: 
President: Duane A. Wahl - WA3PGA 
Vice Pres: Gary D. Mentro - WB3JRW 
Secretary: Robert Sporn - WA3GGO 
Treasurer: Richard Logan - WB38EPX 
Board of Directors: 
Bron R. Kidwell - N3AGB 
Marvin Storey - N3FBO 
Rudy Williams - W3UBZ 


In reviewing the club’s activities for the 
year 1988, credit is due to our Technical 
Committee’s achievements in maintaining 
and expanding our repeater facilities; to 
Bron Kidwell - N3AGB, Frank Hipsley - 
WA3ZAR, Marv Storey - N3FBO. One of 
our new members, Ed Sincavage - KA3TJI 
has also contributed his expertise to the 
committee. Dick Logan - WB3EPX has 
done a first class job as treasurer for the 
past few years. Rudy Williams - W3UBZ 
for the past several years has devoted his 
time on the Auditing Committee and on 
the Nominating Committees. The Weaver 
Brothers, David - KA3PQS and Richard - 
KA3BTD, have donated equipment to the 
club, been Net Control of the Sunday 
Morning Coffee Net, and their fund-raising 
efforts resulted in producing about $100 


AUTO-CALL 


more than needed to cover the acquisition 
of a voting machine for the repeater. 


Ed Sincavage - KA8TJI recently acquired 
a 49 MHz Walki-Talkie, converted it to six 
meters, added a driver, mounted it in a 
box for mobile operation, with 17 watts 
output. 


THE SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE 
NET (6 METER AM) ON 50.4 MHZ AT 
0900 HOURS. We had a lengthy Xmas 
Net, albeit, some of the check-ins were out 
of town, but what we missed in numbers 
we made up for in conviviality. Our 
check-ins have been running 10 and 12. 


MARYLAND FREE STATE SIX METER 


SIDEBAND NET: SUNDAYS AT 1900 
THE SUNDAY MORNING COFFEE 
NET (6 METER AM) ON 50.4 MHZ AT 
0900. Dick Logan, in addition to his 
activities in Metrovision ATV and his 
activities as our club treasurer, is Net 
Control of this net. Check-ins have varied 
in number but there is an active participa- 
tion none-the-less. 


Our club thanks our hosts, Jan and Dick 
Logan for their hospitality and the 
goodies. The next meeting will be held 
Sunday, 12 March at 1400 hours at the 
W.A.T.A.’s Community Meeting House at 
4729 - 14th Street N.W. (Decatur Street) 
Washington, DC. There is indoor parking 


available. Until then, join us on one of 
the nets. 
Bob, WA3GGO | 
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Metrovision 
FAST SCAN - COLOR - ATV 


Quarterly: Call for next meeting time and place. 


Meetings: 

Repeater: WA9GVK/4 (Video and Audio) 438-444 MHz in; 425-4381 MHz out 
Also accessible on 144.970, simplex, audio. 

On-the-air: Sundays at 8:00 p.m. 

Mailing: Metrovision, Inc., P.O. Box 8231, Falls Church, VA 22041 

Information: Warren - N4MWU (703) 573-9619 


Dick - WB3EPX (301) 439-8135 


The first quarterly Metrovision ARC 
meeting 1989 will be held at the QTH of 
Dick - WB3EPX on Thursday, March 2nd 
at 7:30 p.m. At this meeting, the club will 
go over some of the events planned for 
1989. I encourage everyone to attend. 
Directions to the meeting place follow: 
The address is 2600 Muskogee St., 
Adelphi, Maryland. From the Belt- 
way, get off at the exit marked New 
Hampshire Avenue - White Oak. Go 
to the second traffic light on New 
Hampshire Avenue, which is Powder 
Mill Road, turn right and go to the 
next traffic light and turn right onto 
Riggs Road. Go over the Beltway and 
down the hill and turn left at the 
first street, which is Muskogee. Go 
through the first intersection and 
2600 will be the second house on the 
left (a yellow colonial). Look for a 


blue Toyota with WB3EPX license 
tags parked in front. Dick - WB3EPX 
will be monitoring 147.970 simplex to 
talk you in. Light foods and bever- 
ages will be served. 


Mike - KB4CVL on the Sunday ATV Net 
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I guess some people wonder what a live 
ATV picture looks like. Well, wonder no 
more as you look at the still photo of 
Mike This picture was taken of one of his 
transmissions on the Sunday night ATV 
net. The original transmission of the 
picture was in color, even though it 
appears in Auto-Call in black and white. 
The other photo, of Annie and Walter 
Pike, was taken at the September, 1988 
Metrovision 15th anniversary dinner. 


Annie and Walter Pike 


I want to take this opportunity to encour-_ 
age our members to submit information of 
either a personal or technical nature for 
inclusion in our monthly articles here in 
Auto-Call. My telephone number is (301) 
439-8135. I will be expecting to hear from 
you, so keep the information coming. 


I would also like to inform our readers 
that I have been selected as the State 
Section Manager for the United States 
Amateur Television Society, representing 
the Maryland-DC area. ot 


(Continued on page 34) 
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Maryland Mobileers 


Address: P.O. Box 784, Severna Park, Md 21146 

Meetings: First Friday of each month at 1930 hours. C.I.D. Building at 
Crownsville State Hospital, Route 178 and Crownsville Road. 

Repeater: 146.805 MHz 

Traffic & Information Net: Monday evenings at 8:30 p.m. on 146:865 MHz 

For Information: Nancy Alley - KD3KJ, 7506 Sandalwood Ct., Hanover, MD 21076-1535 


The annual Christmas Party was held at Snyder’s Willow Grove on Friday, December 
2nd, in place of the December meeting. Ken Ames - N3FGO won a Yaes') FT-727R. dual 


band HT. The following 1989 Board of Directors was installed: . 


President: Bob Volker - AB3F 
Vice Pres: Bill Howard - KILNJ 
Secretary: Bill Dillon - WA3SCW 
Treasurer: Ken Stuart - W83VVN 
Directory: . Ted Pyle - KC3GY 


Committee chairmen for 1989 are: H 
Activities: John Kohl -KO4A 
Repeater Tech. Dean Alley - N3SV 
Christmas Party: Nancy Alley - KD3KJ 


Historian: Nancy Alley - KD3KJ 

Field Day: Dean Alley - NS3V 

Newsletter Editor Bill Dillon - WA3SCW 
(Acting) 


Bill Dillon - WA8SCW has been appointed the Public Information Officer for the 
Maryland Mobileers Amateur Radio Club (MMARC). 


Silent Key: Funeral services were held on November 19 for Wendell Jackson - W3WW. 


Wendell lived in Easton, MD and. enjoyed Amateur Radio until he became ill. 
Nancy Alley, KD3KJ 


Metrovision - Continued 


I will be submitting an article during 
November of each year, with that article 
appearing in the first or second issue of 
the Spec-com Journal of the following 
year. Please keep me informed of special 
activities and other projects which deal 
with Amateur Television. By doing <o, 
your activities and projects will get 
nationwide recognition. 


See you on ATV. 


Dick - WB3EPX 
Frank Hipsley and Dick Logan 
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Woodbridge Wireless, Inc 


Meetings: 3rd Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 p.m. 
Springwood Community Center, Corner of Springwood Drive and 
Chauncher Court, just West of Woodbridge Airport. 

Repeater: WB4FQR/R 147.84/24 and 449.9/444.9] 

Nets: Mondays, 8:00 p.m. local (0100 UTC) 147.84/24 


Wednesdays, Slow CW at 8:00 p.m., 21.164 MHz 
Saturdays at 9:00 p.m. - in new 10 Meter Novice band 


28.460 MHz SSB 


Mailing Address: P.O. Box 112, Woodbridge, VA 22194 


With 1989 well underway, the Amateurs 
of Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. are busy get- 
ting ready for snow, training classes, Field 
Day and the year’s contest activities. 


Planning is well underway for the new 
Novice/Technician class. Classes should 
begin on 16 February 1989 and continue 
every Thursday night from 7 pm to 9 pm 
at Our Lady of Angels School in Wood- 
bridge through May. A testing session 
will be scheduled for May 20th for persons 
wishing to upgrade. 


The Education Committee has been re- 
organized now that we don’t enjoy the full 
time talents of Tim (AF2T). The commit- 
tee will now consist of an administrative 
chairman (Ed, N4LJZ), three branch 
heads, and associated instructors and CW 
net assistants. Jim, WJ4M, heads up the 
technical branch and is responsible for 
"theory". Don, WQ4W, is the testing 
coordinator and will keep track of our 
volunteer examiners. Bill, N4PBE, heads 


the CW branch, holds the club keyer, and 


will coordinate our CW instructors and 
slow speed CW nets. With this broader 
assignment of responsibilities and with 
the help of about a dozen volunteers, no 
one should be overwhelmed while support- 
ing WWI’s most important function: 
education. 


With sadness we report the passing of 
WWI member Mac, WA6JOY last Dec- 
ember. In memory of Mac (and at his 
family’s request) the club is collecting 
money to donate, in Mac’s. name, to the 
Muscular Dystrophy Association. Offer- 
ings will be collected through the March 
meeting. 
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The weather has been promising lots of 
fluffy stuff and we are well overdue. 
Fortunately, the letter of agreement 
between WWI and Potomac Hospital was 
signed on December 27, so we were ready. 
After reviewing the year-end report from 
our Treasurer, Larry, KOLB, we are happy 
to report that the level of contributions to 
WWI in 1988 was sufficient to pay for the 
antennas and coax installed at Potomac 
Hospital. Donations are still welcome, of 
course. 


In case you haven’t driven by Woodbridge 
Airport lately, you wouldn’t know that 
they have started building houses on the 
old runway .. . so much for the airport 
as a Field Day site. Stu, WAODYJ, and 
Joe, W4ADM are checking out a site 
across Minnieville Road from our 1987 
site. Suggestions are welcome. 


The 1989 Christmas party (that’s right) 
is scheduled for Tuesday, December 19. 
Office parties (understandably) limited 
attendance at 1988’s Saturday night party. 
We think ahead! 


The club is still looking for an activity 
chairman. Programs for the meetings are 
filling out. Jay, WB5OOD gave us a pres- 
entation on small (12 foot diameter) 
commercial hovercraft and their applica- 
tion to emergency preparedness in 
January. For February, John, K4EBS, 
will present a program on emergency 
preparedness at other ham clubs including 
a video on the Texas disaster last fall. 


That’s it for this month from WWI. 
Good DX! 
Jim, WJ4M 
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Southern Maryland Amateur Radio Club 


Meetings: 


2nd Friday of each month, 7:30 p.m. 


Church of the Nativity, Manchester Drive, Camp Springs, Maryland. 
(Right at first light on Route 5 Soute of Beltway and immediatebe 


left into mid-block driveway). 


Repeater: W38PT/R 147.15/147.75 


Nets: 


Informal - Tuesdays, 8:00 p.m., W3PT/R 


Informal - Thursdays, 8:00 p.m., 28.447 
Information: P.O. Box 273, Cheltenham, MD 20623 


SMARC ended 1988 with a Christmas 
Party befitting the year. Fifty member, 
spouses and guests gathered at Stoney’s 
Restaurant in Clinton, on December 10 for 
the annual dinner. The food was delicious 
and it was a joyous occasion for all. Vic - 
WASYUV, Wayne - WA38AEQ and Tom - 
WASTAI handed out plaques and awards 
to officers and committee members for 
their hard work, dedication and loyalty 
throughout the year, and congratulations 
were offered to those individuals replacing 
them. The Indian Givers Gift Exchange 
was also a highlight of the evening. 


Thanks to the efforts of Bob - KA3GCC 
and Al - W3GJS, we want to congratulate 
the following individuals who recently 
passed the Novice Exam: 

Stafford Goach 

Ron Davis 

Dean Williams 


Jim - N3AST reported his son, Lawrence, 
had a massive heart attack on December 
23. It was touch and go for a while, but 
his condition is steadily improving. If he 
continues to show improvement, he will be 


home shortly. Needless to say, we wish 
him a speedy recovery and hope to see him 
soon at Tucker’s for breakfast. 


Burnie - KA8DNW and his XYL celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary over 
Christmas with their four sons and 
grandchildren in Williamsburg. I don’t 
know how true the rumor is, but I have 
heard they are still on their honeymoon. 


We want to extend a welcome to our 
newest member, Bob Schick - AB2B, and 
look forward to meeting and seeing him at 
the General Membership meetings the 
second Friday of each month. 


Rube - W3HVM and his XYL had a very 
pleasant holiday season. Their son and his 
family were here visiting from California. 


Also, we want to thank Bill - N3FHV for 
keeping us abreast, these many months, of 


club news in Auto-Call and the SMARC . | 


newsletter. He did an excellent job and for 
that we are most appreciative. Any time 
he misses the job, all he has to do is let 
me know. 


Janice - N3GLB 


Foundation Meetings 


The Foundation for Amateur Radio meets at 8:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each 


month. Visitors are always welcome. 


Trustees are urged to attend. 


The Foundation is made up of over 50 clubs in the greater Washington DC area. 


Membership is open to all Amateur Radio organizations in the area. 


For further 


information, contact Corresponding Secretary Irene Akers, W3RXJ at (301) 423-7138. 


Meetings usually alternate between Maryland and Virginia. 
The March meeting will be held at Columbia Union College, Science Bldg., Takoma Park. 
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Rock Creek Amateur Radio Assn. 


Two Meter Net: 
RCARA Alumni Net: 
RCARA LUNCHEON: 
Meetings: 

Mailing Address: 


Liz Zandonini - W3CDQ, the TV Star so 
categorized on Page 20 of the September 
AUTO-CALL, added another Star when 
she became a member of the W1AW 
Killowatt Club. A _ kilowatt certainly 
amplifies Liz’s dedication which is best 
epitomized by the following excerpt from 
the invitational letter sent to Liz by 
ARRL’s Larry Price - W4RA: 

"... You have demonstrated that, for you, 

Amateur Radio is more than a hobby. 

It’s a significant part of your life." 


Homage was also paid to Liz by Ethel 
Smith - K4LMB at the July 19th meeting 
of RCARA as she told of the roll played 
by YLs and XYLs in Amateur Radio and 
as exemplified by Liz being an avid CW 
Hound since 1922. We certainly are 
proud to have Liz as a member of 
RCARA! 


Mike Kahn - WA3GSV, club secretary, 
offered his services for the Bethesda - 
Chevy Chase Thanksgiving Day "Turkey 
Chase" 10 K Race. The ARRL had 
addressed this type of support in their 
comment to the FCC regarding rewrite of 
the regs, and evidently believed that 
previous clarification from the FCC will 
allow this type of public service to 


FM 144.65/145.25 Mondays 8:00 p.m. 

7.23 MHz, Mondays 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesdays, 11:15 a.m., Anchor Inn, Wheaton, MD 
7:30 p.m. the third Friday of each month at Vitro Labs 
P.O. Box 1913, Silver Spring, MD 20902 


Nick Smith - W3FNU, along with the 
XYL, has recently moved to LeisureWorld. 
Nick should now have the impetus to join 
his fellow members of the LeisureWorld 
Network in their quest to establish a HF 
station on the premises. The net, with 
Bob Beck - KA3IHQ at the controls, meets 
at 7:00 p.m. on Monday nights, using the 
Parklawn - Rock Creek repeater, W3RCN. 
Walt Ramsey - AK3B, and other members 
of RCARA, have been encouraging the 
embryonic Amateur Radio Club now 
developing at the LeisureWorld members’ 
site. 


Jim McDonough - W8CY had one of the 
most rewarding experiences fostered by 56 
years as an Amateur Radio operator. 
Recently, he had a QSO with a fellow 
operator in the British Isles who promised 
to visit Jim during the recent holidays. 
Yes, the promise was kept, and during the 
very satisfying eyeball conversation, a 
future QSO was arranged. Upon the 
return to his native land, the operator 
and Jim were failing to get through due 
to QRM, but wait! The phone is ringing. 
You guessed it, QSY? from Jim’s new 
friend. Wow! 


: Bob - KD3IO 
continue. 
W1AW Renovation Fund Drive 
Yes! | Want to Support the 
WIAW Renovation | 
All gifts will be acknowledged, and all who 
donate will receive a handsome certificate. 
Ni scl cay in pou abl he pablo oeinonte es 
0 Check enclosed for $ | y F Eaieat | Ackdrnn (Via ct 
eat ie ed Cy ee ee tae ae 
O Please charge my gift of $. Ke ; ry 0 | preter to remain anonymous 
tomy _MC _ VISA _ AmEx eA M hal 
Please make your check payable to W1AW Renovation Fund 
dg pone All contributions are tax deductible 
a geeins Goma chara Beier ea sonteye) organization 
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St. Mary’s County Amateur Radio Assn. 


Meetings: 

Net: 

MARS: NNNONGT 
Repeaters: K3HKI/R 


146.04 MHz in/146.64 MHz out. 
WA38UMY/R = 448.05 MHz in/443.05 MHz out. © 


Fourth Thursday of the month at the Public Library in Lene Park 
Tuesdays, 1930 local time, on the K3HKI repeater 


OPEN auto-patch 
OPEN auto-patch 


Information: Tom Clarke (W4OKW) SMCARA President 


Would you like to know a little more 
about St. Mary’s County, Maryland? Read 
on. 


Otherwise known as the Mother County 
of Maryland, St. Mary’s County was first 
settled by Cecelius Calvert, Lord 
Baltimore, who sent his ships, the Ark 
and the Dove, and settlers seeking 
political and religious freedom, to 
Maryland. The two ships sailed from 
Cowes, Island of Wight, England, on 
November 22, 1633. After a stormy 
voyage, the Ark reached Barbados on 
January 3, 1634, and was joined 3 weeks 
later by the Dove (the smaller of the two 
ships managed to return to the safety of 
an English harbor to wait out the storm). 


After leaving Barbados, 
visited other islands in the Caribbean and, 
on February 27, they arrived off Point 
Comfort, Virginia, stayed 8 or 9 days, and 
sailed up the Chesapeake Bay for the final 
phase of their journey. 


The first landing was made at St. 
Clement’s Island, an area of about 400 
acres located approximately 25 miles up 


the colonists. 


the Potomac River. The island was 
chosen as the first landfall because of its 
strategic location which offered protection 
from the Indians. Fortunately, the 
Indians proved friendly. Having 
established relations with the Indians, a 
ceremony marking formal possession of 
the new colony was arranged. On March 
25, 1634, Mass was celebrated and a 
wooden cross erected on St. Clement’s 
Island to mark Maryland’s first Founder’s 
Day. 


St. Mary’s City was chosen as the site for 
the first permanent settlement and Capital 
of Maryland. It was around 1708 that the 
State government moved to Annapolis, 
leaving St. Mary’s City the seat of 
government for St. Mary’s County. The 
humble churches, homes, mills, and many 
of the gracious old Manors, are still 
standing today, to make this one of the 
most historically rich areas in the State. 


When you come down for a visit, give a 
call on our repeaters. We’d be most 
happy to hear from you. . 


George - WB3DAC 


Send an Auto-Call 7 

subscription to your ;j 
friends 
For $6.00 we will PC) 
enter the subscrip- 7m 
tion and mail a nice ; 
5x8 certificate as 2x 
you insstruct. 


AUTO-CALL 


Gift Certificate 


One yeer eubactiption to Auto-Call 


NN a Ne + 


sy, We will also be glad 
. to send a_ sample 
) copy to prospective 
, subscribers and/or 
“advertisers. Send 
“ON —n. mm TRS us the names and 
; addresses. Help us 
€ promote Auto-Call. 


STATE ____ 21 
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Vienna Wireless Society 
25 Years of Public Service 


1963-1988 
Meetings: 2nd and 4th Fridays of each month, 7:30 p.m. 
Vienna Community Center, 120 Cherry Street, Vienna, VA 
Repeater: K4HTA/R 
Nets: 


Every Thursday at 7:30 p.m. on 146.085 in and 146.685 out. 


Alternate simplex frequency is 147.51 

Pow-Wow Net Every Night at 9:00 p.m. at 28.400 MHz 
Information: Brian Treadwell, WV4V (703) 938-1442 (Home), (202) 457-7179 (Office) 
Training Classes: Paul Wilkins, AB4CY (703) 569-2779 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 418, Vienna, VA 22183 


New Officers 
Vienna Wireless Society is now heading 
into its 26th year of public service under 
new leadership. The new officers who 
were installed at the December 9 Annual 
Meeting are: 
President: Brian Treadwell - WV4V 
Vice Pres: Warren Bain - NA4MWU 
Treasurer: Patrick Crosby - KA4FHK 
Secretary: Warren Hayes - WA4UAU 


These new officers have agreed to devote 
considerable time and energy to provide 
the leadership needed to. sustain our 
organization’s year-’round program of 
social, technical, and operating activities. 


New Technical Journal 

On December 9th the first edition of The 
Leading Edge, technical journal of the 
VWS Engineering and Operations Support 
Group, was published and distributed to 
members. The publication, edited by Paul 
Wilkins - AB4CY, contains twelve articles 
contributed by club members ranging from 
technical items on vertical antennas, effec- 
tive radiated power, and digital signal 
processing, to a historical biography on 
Guglielmo Marconi, reports on club opera- 
tions, and a humorous treatment of a 
futuristic dream hamshack. VWS plans to 
publish its next issue of The Leading Edge 
sometime in the summer or fall of 1989. 


New 440 MHz Repeater 
VWS’s new 440 MHz repeater is now on 
_the air! Ably engineered by Barney Novean 
- WA4HIM, this modified Motorola com- 
mercial rig is now fully operational and 
temporarily located at Barney’s QTH, 
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using a vertical antenna about 20 feet 
above ground so the range is limited, The 
transmitter has the capability of running 
100 watts output but the power has been 
limited for the time being. So if you’re in 
the area, give a call on 448.250 in/443.250 
out. 


WINTERFEST Tm 1989 
VWS will sponsor the first Amateur Radio 
"flea market" of the new year for metro- 
politan Amateur Radio operators and 
electronic hobbyists on Sunday,February 
26th. This popular event will be held at 
the newly expanded Vienna Community 
Center, 120 Cherry Street, Vienna, VA 
between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:30 
p.m. More space and more vendors will be 
apparent to previous. attendees. Dave 
Rogers - N4JGQ is the 1989 Winterfest TM 
chairperson. Dave and the VWS member- 
ship are looking forward to a large 
attendance. Come out and buy that much 
needed electronic part, publication, or rig. 


Amateur Radio Examination 
The Vienna Wireless Society will sponsor 
an Amateur Radio Exam on February 25th 
at the Vienna Community Center. For 


details, please call Nancy Draheim - NK4U_ 


at (703) 691-0078. 


Silent Key 

Hans Hunziker - KB4OZI passed away on 
Christmas Eve during surgery. Hans was 
an active member of the VWS and is 
remembered for his participation in the 
daily 10 meter net. He was also active in 
ARRL Field Day activities and local public 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Anne Arundel Radio Club 


Meetings: 


Roads off MD Rt. 214 near Annapolis. 
On-the-air: 
on 147.705/105. 


Ist and 3rd Thursdays at 8:00 p.m. Bee 
Davidsonville Family Recreation Center, Queen Anne Bridge & Wayson 


Thursdays, 2030 Local time when there is no club meeting, 


The Chesapeake Bay Weather & Traffic Net on 147.705/105 
at 1100 and 1500 every weekend day and public holiday 


from April 1 to November 15. 


Maryland Slow Net (MSN) every evening at 1930 on 3.7170 MHz 
W3VPR Packet Bulletin Board on 145.09 MHz. 
Novice Packet Bulletin Board on 223.40 MHz 


Address: 


P.O. Box 308, Davidsonville, MD 21035 


Information: Margaret (Holly) Bevan - N3BMB (301) 923-0229 . 
SAT AE SAN UMC NE ance IS OR SSO I CEO atl My 


The Club Family Christmas Party was a 
huge success. The 100+ persons present 
(including about 20 children of various 
ages) obviously enjoyed themselves. In 
addition to the adult gift exchange, 
Santa’s gifts tothe children, and the 
bountiful supply of goodies, there were 
quite a few face-to-face meetings between 
persons who had been talking to each 
other for months but had not yet met. 
President Tony - WA8YLO called a 
business session just long enough to vote 
in five new members: 


A rising interest in contesting is becoming 
evident among club members. This seems 
to be due largely to the gentle nudging of 
Paul - KB3HH who has been responsible 
for opening the club station to groups 
interested in entering certain contests. 
On Thanksgiving morning he, Jerry - 
N38BDW, Jim - N3DTD, Hollis - KC3X and 
Pat - NG1W put the club station on the 
air for the CQ World Wide CW Contest. 
They were very pleased with the result - 
626 QSOs and 477,700 points. Members 
were urged to enter the 42nd January 


VHF Sweepstakes and to tag their entries 
for club credit. John - KC3YS has volun- 
teered to coordinate the activity for the 
Novice Roundup which occurs over the 
end of January. 


Fred. - W8DCN announced to club 
members the ten-ten CW Practice sessions 
scheduled to begin the second week in 
January. Each Wednesday from 8 to 10 
PM on 28.370 MHz there will be at least 
10 minutes of copy each at 13, 15 and 20 
wpm. The text will be made up of ques- 
tions and answers from the General 
Exam. There will be a chance to confirm 
the text and an opportunity to practice 
sending code following each session. For 
further information contact Fred - 
W3DCN at 621-9533. 


Chris Kuhn KB4BKQ has upgraded to 
General. Carter Anderson (formerly 
KA3NZV) is now Tech with the call 
N3GRX. Raymond Lazer has the new call 
N3GAA. He was formerly KA3MFY. 
Congrats to all. 


Holly, N3BMB 


“Weert icosessenciIcceenesor1ccee@eenT1IcsewNes](sEeBREDT CoeMBBRCTTISRNRRELD](oed@NETIICOMANEETIIsse@neSICceeeeIeD Ieee 


Vienna Wireless Society - Continued 


service events such as Halloween 
spookwatch. Hans was born in Bern, Swit- 
zerland. He came to the U.S. in the 
1950s and became a master chef. Often 
Hans would bring a fellow HB country- 


AUTO-CALE 


man to one of our meetings, thus giving it 
an international flavor. We who knew 
Hans will miss him. 


Brian W.Treadwell, WV4V 
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“GaxoG ELECTRONICS 


OF MARYLAND 


852ea DAKOTA DRIVE, GAITHERSBURG, MD. 


WANTED 
CASH! 


USED Ham Gear, Test Equip. 
oe Mee sae Boxes 


ae PPA = wre : ree ~ Sa Se 
G&G ELECTRONICS OF MARY LAND 548 
JEFFREY GOLDMAN 
* 8524 DAKOTA DRIVE (301) 258-7373 
GAITHERSBURG, MD 20877 Pancha Tie 


t 
65-7198/2550 NW 
“49. 87. \! 
oa i 
PAY TOTHE 


H ORDER OF John O. Amateur, WA4XYZ 


a _Five Hundred and 00/100 


ya CHEV Y CHASE SAVINGS 
“a AND LOAN, INC. 


CHEVY CHASE, MARYLAND 20815 


ror_Used Equipment oe 
weSsSOP7 Gabe 


We've got one for you! 


: HOURS: MON & TUES NAM TO SPM 
WED 11 TOS & BY APPOINTMENT 


258-7373 


SHACK SALES 


Noncommercial advertising of Amateur associated equipyent is available to subscribers of AUTO-CALL at a rate of 3¢ per 


word -- with a $1 minimum. 
minimum. 
column inch. rate. 


$ n Commercial vendors and nonsubscriber rate is 17¢ per word - 
Special headings or special spacing (e.g. one item per line) may be used but such ads will be charged at the 


with a $5.50 (1 inch) 


Estate sales for Widows Assistance handled by a FAR club will be published without cost. 


Full name and address must be provided with each ad but need not be published. No ads will be accepted over ‘the 
telephone and all ads must be pre-paid. Since no effort is made to investigate advertisers, no warranty can be implied. 


Copy must be received by the 8th of the month preceding publication. 


FOR SALE: Ten Tec Model 544 (digital 
display) Transceiver with Ten Tec 252M 
power supply, Model 245 CW filter, and 
Model 249 Noise Blanker .... $350 
Firm. Original cost $1083.68 in 1978. 
Have original receipts. One owner and 
in excellent mint working top notch 
condition. N4FG (703) 978-6358, 
(Annandale, Virginia) (02) 


FOR SALE: MFJ 989B VERSA Tuner-V. 
Only 2 months old and one owner. Mint 
condition and works perfectly. Have 
original receipts. Originally cost 
$299.95 ($313.45 with tax). Sell for 
$225. Firm. N4FG (703) 978-6358, 
(Annandale, Virginia) (02) 


FOR SALE: HEATH HW-101 HF Transceiver, 


power supply, speaker, manuals and 
spare tubes. Good condition - $160. 
Call Dave - KM4KR (703) 620-2360 


(Fairfax, Virginia) (02) 

FOR SALE: ALPHA 76-PA (3 8874) $1,500. 
Bob - W4JNN (703) 560-7161 (Annandale, 
Virginia) (02) 


UNWANTED! YASEU FT208R (2m) HT with 
AC/DC, DC/DC, extra batteries (new), 


PTT Mic, manual. This is a micro- 
processor controlled rig in good 
condition, reasonabale. $/or ? 


Call Rich - KE4VJ at (703) 444-6759 
(Sterling, Virginia) (02) 


WANTED: Manuals for the following 
equipment: Tektronix Type 82 dual 
trace plug-in tube tester TV 10 C/U, 
HK 3200B Signal Generator/Oscillator. 
Call Rich - KE4VJ at (703) 444-6759 
(Sterling, Virginia) (02) 


Need Antenna or tower work done? 
Call L. Chertok - W3GRF. 


(301) 297-4888 (C-12) 
February 1989 
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WORLDRADIO, Amateur Radio’s monthly 
newspaper can be delivered to your 
doorstep for only $12 per year ($22 
overseas). Get the latest on how your 
fellow amateurs use their hobby to 
help others. Regular features are 
Aerials, Bob’s Corner, Contest & 
Hamfest announcements, Digital Bus, DX 
World, MARS, Mobile, FCC Highlights, 
New Products, Propagation, QCWA, QRP, 
Six Shots!, Station Appearance, 
Traffic, VE Exams, 10-10 International 
News. Send your subscription to 
WORLDRADIO, 1779 Tribute Road, Ste. L, 
Sacramento, CA 95815. 


NORM’S ROTOR SERVICE 
Rebuilt Rotors, Parts & Service 
Call Norm Jeweler - K3LYW 
677 Southlawn Lane 
Rockville, MD 20850 
(301) 340-0520 
(CEM: 


FOR SALE: Several R- 390A Sonera) 
coverage receivers. These have been 
retubed, aligned and work great - $150 
- $200; National NC’ 300 Ham band only 
receiver, retubed and aligned. Almost 
mint - $150; Johnson Invader 200 SSB, 
AM, CW transmitter, mint - $200; 
Avanti 2-meter antenna (thru the 
glass) - $20; 5V, 25A pwr supply - $30. 
Call Howard after 1900 (703) 644-7307 
(Springfield, VA) (02) 


FOR SALE: DRAKE TR4, RV4, AC4, DC3. 
Fair condition, manuals. Works but 
needs alignment - $225. Also new DRAKE 
DC4 - $60. YAESU FT207R, PA-2 mobile 
DC-DC adapter, leather case, antenna, 
NC-9B charger, no battery, manual - 
$130. Elmer Zborofsky - KBIRE, 23 
Spouting Rock Dr., Newport, RI 02840. 
Phone (401) 846-6514 (02) 


SHACK SALES 


WIRE, COAX, ROPE, CONNECTORS 


Why pay full price? 
Silver/Teflon(r) PL-259. $13.50/10 
Factory Fresh coax: 

RG 213 a) ie eens Ven etre SO RLOO s 
RGHB Xie 6 Hehe ea Ge Oa LP TOG? 
International 9086 . . .$40/100” 
Ladder Line. (sae .ce S$ LO F100? 
#14 (7x22) wire: HD copper $7/100? 
copperclad:.) wis 0% 4. os $8) 1007 
3/16" black double Dacron(r) 
TANG ci Go's Jae MOGs Cea LO LOO 
MilSpec 3/16", UV, Fire, 
Abrasion resistant, green 
_ 100# braided Dacron(r) 

Pe CS Gag ar $9.95/200° 
Best HF wire antennas and baluns. 
Unbeatable prices. 24 hour service. 
10% ($3 minimum) shipping. MC/Visa. 
Mention ad and receive Free 
40 page Catalog. 

RADIO WORKS 
Box 6159 Portsmouth, VA 23703 
(804) 484-0140 


WANTED: Telegraphic Mill for 
practical use. Cosmetic appearance 
irrelevant but must be in good 
working condition, without 
mechanical defects such as sticking 
or bent keys. Ray Anderson - NR3Q, 
13318 Old Chapel Road; Bowie, MD 
20715. (301) 262-8633 (02) 


Fly To 
DAYTON 


HAMVENTION 


Special Fares 
Super Saver fares plus additional 5% 


Based on minimum of 10 people 


Flights out of National and Baltimore 
Deadline February 15 
For more information call 


Travel Specialist 
Roz Faiola 
XYL of K3WX 
(301) 984-8288 


AUTO-CALL 


WANTED: 

property. 
High School 22, NYC, Inc. is a non- 
profit organization, granted 
501(C)(3) status by the IRS, incor- 
porated with the goal of using the 
theme of ham radio to further and 
enhance the education of young 
people nationwide. 
donation or financial support would 
be greatly appreciated and 
acknowledged with a receipt for 
your tax deductible contribution. 
We sponsor the classroom net on 
7.238 MHz at 1200 UTC daily and 
encourage your QSL for our weekly 
award. Please write us at: P.O. Box 
1052, New York, NY 10002, or call 
our ’round the clock hotline: (516) 


Ham equipment and other 


674-4072. Thanks you! Joseph 
Fairclough, Pres. RC of JHS 22 NYC, 
Inc. WB2JKJ (Paid C02) 


VACUUM TUBES: 70,000 in stock. 
Reasonable prices. Quick turn- 
around. VACUUM TUBE STORAGE BOXES: 
White. Four sizes. For lists send 


business SASE to TYGER ELECTRONICS, ~ 


Box 750, Clinton, Maryland 20735. 
Phone Bob at (301) 248-7302. 


AMATEUR RADIO NEWS SERVICE is an 
organization of editors and 
publishers of Amateur Radio 
newsletters and members engaged in 
public relations. For information, 
write to Lee Knirko - W9MOL, 833 
Park Plaine, Park Ridge, IL 60068 


Serio & Company, Chartered 
Certified Public Accountants 


7910 WOODMONT AVE.; SUITE 1110, BETHESOA, MD 20614 


JOHN T. NUTTMANN, CPA 


(301) 652-5040 


The Radio Club of Junior 


Your property | 
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SHACK SALES 


_ FOR SALE: TRANSCEIVER: 


Ten-Tec Digital Delta power supply, 

mike, manual. Used as a spare .. $465 
SSTV: 

Robot camera #80, Monitor #70 

Macro lense, menu boards & letters 

Folding tripod for camera, 


PRIVACY eure hy olla. Wi $295 
PHONE PATCH: 

Heath HD15, new in box, manual $40 
CW KEYBOARD: 

Microlog AKB1, manual....... $95 


ATV: 
Science workshop tuner AT VC-10, 
MEY eer 2” Lau nat th 
VOLTOHMYST: 
RCA Senior WV 97A, leads and HV 


$35 


PCat AES iis: ica aka yee $40 — 


ANTENNA METER: 
HM-11 Heath Reflected: Pwr/SWR, 
Re as ks ey ee de ine g $15 
VHF/UHF Werlatone Broadband Pwr/ 
SWR, 2 units, 278 to 450 MHz, 
50 watt SSB capability. Manual 


Me USA ie 5) saev ayy $45 
SERVICE MANUAL: 

Raytheon special factory service 

manual for SB34 transceiver... $15 


PAD ENCODER. Genave TE1, Man. .$25 


GS DEE Gre 1 eae naa CS $10 
METAL DETECTOR: 

Micronta 3001 with manual. © 

REO ISO te ioa. vec, es pace ena ha $30 
TRANSISTOR TESTER: 

Mea ti 2), Manual 0, «. Ld 
LARGE COAX SWITCH: . 

Bird 72-2 DPDT, N Connectors .. $50 
ROTOR: 

CDE TR 44, with Manual..... $75 


RF SIGNAL. GENERATOR: . 
Measurements Model 80, converted 
with factory parts to cover 
10 MHz to 480 MHz. Manual... $165 
W3WSN (301) 894-3977, Oxon Hill (2) 


WANTED: Tesla supplement from May 
1912 Modern Electrics sr good photocopy. 
Harry Goldman, RR6, Box 181, Glens 
Falls, NY 12801 (MAARC) 


Hams like to do business with other 
Hams. ADVERTISE. IN AUTO-CALL.. 


February 1989 
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SAVE ON ALL 
ARRL, AMECO, CALLBOOK & 
T.I. CALCULATORS 
1989 CALLBOOKS: 

NORTH AMERICAN $23.75* (List $26) 
FOREIGN $26.70* (List $29) 
*Special prices on 5 & up, mix or match. 

1989 HANDBOOKS SlSi75 (List $21) 
Keys & Oscillators - WSIS oscillator $3.25 
Call or write for discount catalog 
JWO SERVICES - John, W31S 
(717) 737-0850 Camp Hill, PA 17011 
12 Hickory Pl. 3rd Year of Service 
(C02) 


DO YOU HAVE 
USED. GEAR TO SELL?. - 
Give us a call or write 
K3UKW 

Tony Musero 
1609 S. Iseminger Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19148 

(215) 271-8898 


WE 
BUY * TRADE * SELL 
USED GEAR 
FOR SALE: KIM 435 18¢C Circular 
Polarized Antenna with CS 2 


Right\Left remote switcher. 12 db 
gain, 22 degrees beamwidth, boom 
length 7’ 4" - $90.: Bob - W4JNN 


- (703) 560-7161 (Annandale, VA) (02) 


ANTIQUE RADIO BUFFS! 

Become a part of one of the coun- 
try’s fastest-growing vintage radio 
clubs. The Mid-Atlantic .Antique 
Radio Club is an active group of 
radio collectors, restorers and 
historians. For sample newsletter, 
write Joe Koester, 249 Spring Gap 
South, Laurel, Md. 20707... (301) 
725-4229. Cs) 


WANTED: 10.7 MHz FM discriminator 
transformer with 1-1/2" mounting 
centers. Needed. for 1950 Arvin 
Model 480-TFM AM/FM radio. Ted 
Hannah, 11106 Bybee St., Silver 
Spring, 


eI) ee ae 


MD 20902. (301) 649-2319 
- (MAARC)" a nt 
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_AUTO-CALL PRODUCTION POLICY 
Answers to Questions We Receive 
Copy for Auto-Call will be accepted in any 
form - handwritten, typed, compatible 
computer disk or modem. (We use an 
IBM AT clone and WordPerfect 5.0 word 
processing program, Hayes compatible 
modem - 300 or 1200 baud.) All hard 
copy is re-typed to preserve uniformity of 

style in the magazine. 


For your benefit in determining spacing, 
type 80 (12 pitch) characters per line and 
60 lines per page - including the space 
taken up by headings, photographs, ete. 
Either black-and-white or color photos can 
be used as long as the contrast is good. 
Master copy, which is to be reproduced 
directly, should be in black ink on white 
paper. Any copy can be reduced or 
enlarged as desired. 


Columns from Foundation member clubs 
are eagerly solicited and any items of 
general Amateur Radio interest are most 
welcome. The editor does reserve the 
right to edit or reject any portion of any 
copy submitted and to make minor 
changes to make copy fit available space. 


SHACK SALES 


Shack Sales will NOT be accepted over 
the telephone. Remittance must accom- 
pany each ad. Full address must be 
provided for our reference but need not be 
published. Deadline for copy is the 8th of 
the month preceding the publication date. 


Each ad must include the call sign or the 
full name of the advertiser. If the full 
address is not included in the ad, we 
prefer to indicate the city along with the 
telephone number so that readers will 
know whether a long-distance charge is 
involved. The entire telephone number - 
including city - counts as only one word. 
We do not count postal zip codes. Other- 
wise, each word, abbreviation, model 
number of group of letter/numbers is 
counted as one word. 


For additional information see the next 
column regarding advertising rates or 
phone Auto-Call editor at (703) 536-8469. 


AUTO-CALL 


name and address must be pr 


"DISPLAY Al 
ADS are “box 


PLAY 


: contain artwork or photographs. They 
may be placed along with the Shack 


Sales or displayed in other sections of the 
Re ed Requests for specific locations 


DISPLAY ADS are charged according to 


: Size and duration of run. Rates per issue: 


__ Based on camera-ready artwork. 


- Extra charge for halftoning photos. ae 


All copy must be received by the 8th of 
the month preceding publication. 
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BENEFITS FOR YOU 


QST, QSL Bureau, Awards, Low Cost Insurance, Operating Aids, 


Government Liaison and More—Much More! 


MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Name 


Street 
City poe et es Prov./ State PC/ZIP 


$25 in US. $36 elsewhere (U.S. funds) Licensed amateurs, or age 65 or over, Upon submitting 
proof of age, may request special dues rate of $20 in the U.S. $31 elsewhere. in U.S. funds. 
Persons age 17 and younger may qualify for special rates, write for application. 


For postal purposes, fifty percent of dues is allocated to QST, the balance for membership. 


Expires 
Bank. No. ______ Expires 
The American Radio Relay League AUTC 
225 Main St. Newington, CT. 06111 USA CAL 


Atlantic Division Director Roanoke Division Director 
Hugh Turnbull, W3ABC John Kanode, N4MM 
6903 Rhode Island Avenue Rt 1, Box 73-A 

College Park, MD 20740 Boyce, VA 22620 

Phone: (301) 927-1797 Phone: 703-837-1340 


AUTO-CALL Magazine 
P.O. Box 7612 
Falls Church, VA 22046-1452 


Please enter my NEW RENEWAL Subscription to Auto-Call 
For 1 Year 2 Years 3 Years 


(Subscription rate: $6.00 per year) 
(Sample copy of latest issue $1.00) 


NAME . — atid, = CALL 
ADDRESS ms 


int 


ZIP 


——— F 


CITY 


“STATE. 


ane - “a 


Make check payable to Foundation For Amateur Radio 


FEBRUARY 1989 


_THURSDAY_ 


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY — 


Anne Arunde 


Antietam Laurel (Inf) 
MADRAS Mt.Vernon 


Pentagon No VA ARC 


PG Wireless 


FRIDAY 


__ SATURDAY 


A 


Mobileers 


Shenandoah EXAMS 


Cap City 
Tri County 


EXAMS 
Dae 


EXAMS 
Vienna 


NCDXA Net every Sunday, 147.420 at 8:30 p.m. 


12 13 
BARC 
PVRC APL Goddard 
Metrocom MARC 
19 20 22 
Ole Va Ham Antietam Laurel 
Arlington 
SPARC Woodbridge MADRAS 
26 
Adventists 


AUTO-CALL 


P.O. Box 7612 
Falls Church, VA 22046-1452 


ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 


89/04 O2133 GIFT FM W4HU 
FRED. LAUM Kiszoag 

POR S197 

TEMPLE HILLS MD 20748 


a i re ll be eel le it hl RE tit at 


Nonprofit Organization 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Arlington, VA 22210 
Permit 757 


